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Pastor Ann Berney                 253-770-0781 
revann@puyallupumc.org 
 

Pastor Shirley DeLarme         253-826-2253 
pastorshirl@puyallupumc.org 
 

Whitney Memorial UMC 
Pastor Janet Leonard              253-435-8675 
Janet_Leonard@comcast.net 
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Suna Chung, Music Director             253-777-9669 
suchungwa@yahoo.com 
 
Miki Craighead, Organist 
mikidonc@mac.com 
 
Rick Crozier, Music Team Leader 
riclynn@msn.com 

�����������
 

The new year is almost here. I am wondering how my life- accounts are doing? 
It’s hard for me to believe that it is a whole new decade. The last one has been 

rather traumatic� a year into it being “9/11”, a year before the end, the hit of the 
“great recession.” There have been wars, H1N1, devastating floods, earth-

quakes, tsunamis, hunger, homelessness and violence all around. I’m ready for 
a new beginning� how about you? 

 

This week I got a big envelope in the mail entitled, “The U.S. Census and the 
Faith Community.” It fit in well when it arrived as I was going over the Christ-
mas readings (Luke 2)…”And all would go to be enrolled, each to their own 
towns.” I was wondering about the holy miracle of it all-- the Messiah had been 
foretold to be born in Bethlehem, yet Mary was living in Nazareth… Emperor 
Augustus may have been using the census for raising taxes, but God used it for 
something more. Will God use our nation’s counting for more? 
 

Speaking of the census, I wonder if rather than how many people live in my 
house, God would question, how many people have I welcomed into my home, 
or heart? Rather than my earnings, I wonder if God would ask, have I shared 
with those who have much less? When asking my primary language, I wonder if 
“compassion” would be added to God’s list. 
 

As we begin this new year, let us ponder and then begin answering with our 
lives the best-big questions before us—How will we be counted for the next ten 
years, and what will be the accounting at the end? 
 

Blessed and joyous and generous New Year to You, my beloved Friends in 
Christ, 
 

Pastor Ann Berney 

 

Circuit Rider 
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       I’d like to thank you for coming to my home 
and singing carols to cheer me up. I enjoyed them 
so much and really appreciate you taking the time 
on such a cold and snowy day to show me you 
care.  
       Wishing you all a Merry Holiday Season and 
may God bless you all. 
       Sarah Saunders 
 

��������
�����
�
Dear PUMC, 
       Thank you for the Bible. It was very nice. I 
really liked that it had my name in it. 
       Holly Shadko 
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       Brandynn (nee Alexander) 
Short was in labor with her first 
baby at the printing of this news-
letter.  She went to the hospital at 

4 am Tuesday. 
 

�������������
�

       My family and I would like to thank everyone 
for their prayers and the cards during the recent 
loss of my brother-in-law, Lee Shellman. My fam-
ily appreciates it very much.  
Blessings, 
       Becky Shellman & family, Marilyn Sieveke,  
       Susan Sieveke, and Bill & Cheryl Seiveke 
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       Our Christian Education and Youth Ministries 
Pastor used to be a one-quarter-time position. One 
of our members left a bequest to the church in 1995 
with the goal of increasing the number of hours for 
this important position, which was accomplished. 
Each year, a portion of this endowment is trans-
ferred to the Current Fund to continue supporting 
that ministry. We continue to receive frequent gifts 
that add to this endowment. 
       About one half of this fund is invested in a so-
cially responsible mutual fund. 
       $2,914 has been transferred to the Current Fund 
account to support part of the 2009 salary paid to 
Pastor Shirley. 
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 the family of Annie Boulet upon their loss  
 

Chris Hunke, son of Pam and Harry, who is hospi-
talized at Good Samaritan with H1N1 flu  
 

Kent Mundell, Eatonville officer who was shot, is 
a friend of Heather Gregory’s family 
 

Marion Lake is at Rainier Vista 

Bette Hayes recovering from back surgery 

Tom Quann who is fighting cancer 

Jan Anderson battling cancer 

Don Anderson recovering at Regency, room 112 

Allie Johnson at St. Clare Hospital 

Kay Smyth in her fight against Leukemia 

All soldiers serving through the holidays 
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      The monthly men's break-
fast will continue meeting the 
second Saturday of each 
month at 8:00 a.m. On January 
9 and February 13 meet us at 
Charlie's Restaurant. 
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        To be ready for our January 28th 
meeting, read The Dance of the Dissi-
dent Daughter by Sue Monk Kidd. 
Find us in the Cottage (1819 W. 
Main) at 7:00 pm for a fun evening of 
discussion. 
 

()*)��
��"��
�

        In March 2010, more than 130 million ad-
dresses across the nation will receive a 2010 Census 
form. The U.S. Constitution requires a national cen-
sus once every 10 years for the purpose of reappor-
tioning the U.S. House of Representatives. Every 
person living in the United States must be counted.  
Additionally, census data directly affect how more 
than $400 billion per year in federal funding in dis-
tributed to state, local and tribal governments. 
Please complete and mail back your form and en-
courage your family, friends and neighbors to do the 
same. For more information, visit 2010census.gov. 
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  The weekend of February 12 - 14, 2010, Lazy F is 
sponsoring a Family Camp centered around faith, 
family, fellowship, and fun.  Our featured speaker, 
Reverend Kelly Dahlman-Oeth of Lake Washington 
United Methodist Church, is tying the whole week-
end together with messages based around the fun 
idea of "Family life on the 'tube'".  Activities over 
the weekend are designed to bring people and fami-
lies together in good wholesome fun, quality con-
versations, and energizing worship. 
            More information and a registration form is 
available on our website:  www.lazyfcamp.org un-
der the Lazy F Programs page.  
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       Dan Damon, pastor and song writer from Cali-
fornia, composer and writer of 
two songs in The Faith We 
Sing, will be the keynote 
speaker for the Jubilate Wor-
ship Arts Workshop for Lent 
and Easter on January 8-9 at 
Tacoma First UMC.  Workshop leaders will include: 

     Dr. Flora Wilson Bridges--Preaching  
     Ron Davids--Scripture 
     Dan Damon--Music 
     Angela Farrar--Movement 
     Judy Schultz--Visuals 

       The workshops will focus on lectionary based 
worship planning for Lent and Easter.  Cost is $50 
or there is a group price of $100 per church.  Please 
put this on your calendar now. 
 

�*�*��1������
��
�����
       The H1N1 vaccine is now being administered 
to all individuals 6 months of age and older. A free 

H1N1 Clinic will be held at the 
Tacoma Pierce County Health De-
partment, 3629 S. D Street in Ta-
coma on December 30 from 10 am 
to 6 pm. Call 253-798-6500 for 
more information. 
            Health Ministries 
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December 27 
Sunday 

December 28 
Monday 

December 29 
Tuesday 

December 30 
Wednesday 

December 31 
Thursday 

January 1 
Friday 

January 2 
Saturday 

8:00 am 
Disciple II 

Room 8 
 

9 & 10:30 am 
Worship  
Services 

 
10:30 am 

Handbells 
Room 5 

 
 

6-8 pm 
Young Adults 

Christmas 
Party 

@ Pastor 
Shirley’s 

 
10:30 am 

Staff Meeting 
Ann’s Office 

 
6:45 pm 

Holy  
Communion 

Sanctuary 
 

7:00 pm 
Disciple I 
Room 7 

 
7:00 pm 

Disciple II  
Cottage 

10:00 am 
Quilters 
Room 7 

 
 
 
 

6:00 pm 
Mystery  
Dinner  
Theater 
Tryouts 

Wesley Hall 
  

7:00 pm 
Bible  

Explorers 
Training 
Meeting 

Conference Rm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

5:45 pm 
Armory  
Dinner 

 
6:00 pm 

Music Team  
Sanctuary 

 
 

7:00 pm 
Mystery  
Dinner  
Theater 
Tryouts 

Wesley Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5:00 pm 
Young Adults 
Fantasy Lights 

to dinner 
7:30 pm 

Young Adults 
Christmas 

Party 
@ Jamie 
Smith’s 
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9:00 am  

Young Adults 
Café Bible 

Study 
@ Central Perk 

January 3 
Sunday 

January 4 
Monday 

January 5 
Tuesday 

January 6 
Wednesday 

January 7 
Thursday 

January 8 
Friday  

January 9 
Saturday 

8:00 am 
Disciple II 

Room 8 
 

9 & 10:30 am 
Worship  
Services 

 

10:30 am 
Handbells 

Room 5 
 

4:00 pm 
Confirmation 

Mentors 
Conference Rm 

 

4:00 pm 
Youth Band 

Sanctuary 
 

6-8 pm 
Youth Group 
Wesley Hall 

9:00 am 
Connecting 
Ministries 

Ann’s Office 
10:30 am 

Staff Meeting 
 
 
 
 

6:45 pm 
Holy  

Communion 
Sanctuary 

 
7:00 pm 

Disciple I 
Room 7 

 
7:00 pm 

Disciple II  
Cottage 

10:00 am 
Quilters 
Room 7 

 
11:00 am 

Yoga 
Fireside Room 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 pm 
Worship  

Committee 
Conference Rm 

 
7:00 pm 

Men’s Bible  
Study 

Room 3 

9:00 am 
Maintenance 

Team 
Fireside Room 

 
9:15 am 

Lectionary 
Conference Rm 

 
 

6:00 pm 
Music Team  

Sanctuary 
 
 
 

7:00 pm 
Youth Council  
Conference Rm 

 
 
 

11:00 am 
Yoga 

Fireside Room 
 
 
 
 

6:00 pm 
Youth Band 

Sanctuary 
 

6:30 pm 
Pub Theology 
Milton Tavern 

 
7:30 pm 

Chancel Choir 
Sanctuary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 pm 
Family Movie 

Night 
Fireside Room 

8:00 am 
UMM 

Breakfast 
@ Charlie’s 

 
9:00 am 

 Confirmation  
carpool from 

PUMC 
9:30 am 

Confirmation  
@ Light of the 

Hill UMC 
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ICE AGE 3:   
Dawn of the  
Dinosaurs 
Fri., Jan. 8  
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            On January 10, 2010, Tacoma Community 
House (TCH), a national mission institution of the 
United Methodist Church, celebrates its centennial. 
Started in 1910 by Methodist deaconesses, TCH 
originally served the Italian immigrant children who 
lived in the Hilltop area of Tacoma. One hundred 
years later, though TCH is located on the same 
block, its scope and services have expanded broadly. 
Serving as a social justice arm of the United Method-
ist Church, TCH services aim to create self-
sufficiency for program participants by assisting 
them in obtaining basic skills and employment, while 
helping them navigate American culture.  The people 
that use TCH services come to Washington from all 
around the world. Since 2000 alone, TCH has served 
over 17,000 people from 120 countries of origin. 
            You can support the TCH Centennial in a few 
ways on January 10th. First, TCH’s upcoming Cen-
tennial is recognized by the Pacific Northwest An-
nual Conference, and through a resolution passed at 
this year’s annual conference, every church in the 
conference is encouraged to take a special offering 
on January 10th, which is being called Centennial 
Sunday. The Centennial Sunday offering will di-
rectly support education, employment, and multilin-
gual assistance programs that TCH offers to immi-
grants,  

 
refugees, and low-income American adults and 
youth.  
            Second, there will be a praise worship on 
Sunday, January 10th from 2-4pm at Mason UMC. 
Please join us as we celebrate 100 years of service to 
the community. Sharon Moe will deliver the sermon 
and Bishop Grant Hagiya will be present. 
            Finally, TCH is launching 100 Acts of Kind-
ness in January, an effort that is intended to increase 
community service and awareness about TCH 
through acts of kindness across the state. According 
to Derrick Rhayn, TCH Development / Communica-
tion Officer “an act of kindness can be anything 
really. It can be a small act by helping an individual, 
or can be a group of people coming together to ac-
complish something larger.” TCH encourages 
churches to commit to doing an act of kindness dur-
ing 2010 to honor the 100 years of service TCH has 
done on behalf of the United Methodist Church. 
            For questions about Centennial Sunday or 
100 Acts of Kindness please contact Derrick Rhayn 
at 253-383-3951 or by email at drhayn@tacoma-
communityhouse.org. Centennial Sunday offerings 
from January 10th can be mailed to Tacoma Com-
munity House, 1314 South L Street, Tacoma, WA 
98405. 
            Please check out the TCH website at www.
tacomacommunityhouse.org for more information. 
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       I am sending this note as an invitation for you 
and your friends and/or relatives to take a look at 
my website. If you don't know me, I am the PUMC 
Sunday school superintendent station on the 1st 
Sunday of each month. I have had my own con-
struction business for 40 years and am looking for 
some jobs at this slow time of the year. I specialize 
in mature adult home modifications,  but also do 
landscaping and all other types of construction 
work. I give free estimates and can do jobs by the 
bid or by the hour. 
       My company is Hartloff Construction, 
Landscaping and Home Services. My contact 
phone numbers are: Home 253-845-3239, Cell 
(253) 905-0697. My web site is at http://www.
hartloffcon-struction.com/. 

       Gary W. Hartloff 
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       The Tacoma/Pierce County Habitat for Human-
ity’s ReStore is open to the public Tuesdays though 
Saturdays. You can buy surplus items to enhance 
your remodeling dollars and benefit this worthwhile 
non-profit organization. To donate building materi-
als call Bob Estrada, ReStore Manager, at 253-779-
8149. They accept doors, unopened paint, cabinets, 
bathroom fixtures, toilets, bathtubs, sinks, new & 

gently used furniture, lighting fixtures, 
ceiling fans, tools, and lumber.  
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To typhoon-hit Philippines 

        The United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) in the Philippines is expanding its disas-
ter response efforts to provide additional relief and 
rehabilitation support to unreached and underserved 
communities hardest-hit by Typhoons Ketsana and 
Parma. 
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        Every person who joins iGive using the web 
site address below and does just one web search on 
our site, UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on 
Relief), generates a one dollar donation. No pur-
chase necessary. Of course, if you search or buy 
something they'll earn even more. Right now, we're 
donating $.02 per search and a bonus $5 for that 
first purchase plus the usual percentage.  
        Send your friends, family, and colleagues the 
web address in an e-mail, and let them know you 
think. This is where UMCOR at igive is: 
http://www.igive.com/welcome/warm_reg_promo.
cfm?m=420966 
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        Gather with United Methodist Women nation-
wide at St. Louis, Missouri April 30—May 2 for 
UMW Assembly 2010.   
        United Methodist Women assemble every four 
years to celebrate, to lift up, to learn, and to return to 
their communities better equipped for mission. Tens 
of thousands of women have been meeting in this 
fashion since 1942 in a unified effort to stay at the 
forefront of the work being done both locally and 
globally. 
        Assembly 2010 has been themed: “Faith. Hope. 
Love in Action.” Chosen because it encapsulates the 
140 year history of United Methodist Women, it 
says everything about what is happening on the 
ground today, and is the momentum for decades to 
come. Faith. Hope. Love in Action is the energy that 
moves through each woman that has pledged her 
time for service through United Methodist Women. 
        More information regarding Assembly work-
shops, exhibits, speakers and programs are to come. 
Please stay tuned to www.umwmission.org for As-
sembly 2010 updates. 
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       Flash from the past to Classic TV at Camp In-
dianola’s Women’s Weekend Away. Enjoy a week-
end of fun, relaxation, friendship, recreation, crea-
tivity, spirituality and more… 

·    Judy and Ann’s fabulous music review 
·    Katie and Kim’s awesome crafts 
·    Anna’s incredible kayaking journey 
·    You can relax with a massage 
·    Have really keen food prepared for you 
·    Bible study and discussion session 

Group reservations are available; send all registra-
tions and payment together.  
Cost: $90 each, includes 2 nights, 4 meals and Fri-
day evening snack (includes a non-refundable $25 
administration fee). For $10 you can reserve a pri-
vate room. 
       Send name, email, address, phone number, 
church and any food allergies with fees to Camp In-
dianola, PO Box 1150, Indianola, WA  98342 by 
January 19, 2010. If you have any questions, contact 
the camp at 360-297-2223 or office@campindian-
ola.org. 
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       Love INC is getting calls from people whose 
source of heat is a woodstove 
and they can’t afford to buy 
wood. If there is anyone who 
has wood that you can share, 
please call Sherry at Love 
INC, 253-468-6236, or email 
her at shephinisey@aol.com.  
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       Tacoma Community House celebrates its 100th 
Anniversary  on January 10th. Consider contributing 
to a special offering at church in the morning, and 
that afternoon from 2-4 pm, Mason UMC will host a 
joint praise worship service bringing us together to 
learn, sing, and celebrate this momentous occasion. 
Sharon Moe will deliver the sermon and Bishop 
Grant Hagiya will be present also.  
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The embers glowed softly, and in their dim light,  
I gazed round the room and I cherished the sight. 
My wife was asleep, her head on my chest, 
My daughter beside me, angelic in rest. 
Outside the snow fell, a blanket on white,  
Transforming the yard to a winter delight. 
 
The sparkling lights in the tree I believe,  
Completed the magic that was Christmas Eve. 
My eyelids were heavy, my breathing was deep, 
Secure and surrounded by love I would sleep. 
In perfect contentment, or so it would seem, 
So I slumbered, perhaps I started to dream. 
 
The sound wasn’t loud, and it wasn’t too near, But I 
opened by eyes when it tickled my ear. 
Perhaps just a cough, I didn’t quite know, Then the 
Sure sound of footsteps outside in the snow. 
My soul gave a tremble, I struggled to hear, 
And I crept to the door just to see who was near. 
 
Standing out in the cold and the dark of the night,  
A lone figure stood, his face weary and tight.  
A soldier, I puzzled, some twenty years old, 
Perhaps a Marine, huddled here in the cold. 
Alone in the dark, he looked up and smiled, 
Standing watch over me, and my wife and my child. 
 
“What are you doing?” I asked without fear,  
“Come in this moment, it’s freezing out here! 
Put down your pack, brush the snow from your 
sleeve, 
You should be at home on a cold Christmas Eve!” 
For barely a moment I saw his eyes shift, 
Away from the cold and the snow blown in drifts… 
 
To the window that danced with a warm fire’s light  
Then he sighed and he said, “It’s really all right,  
I’m out here by choice. I’m here every night.  
It’s my duty to stand at the front of the line,  
That separates you from the darkest of times. 
 
No one had to ask me or beg or implore me, 
I’m proud to stand here like my fathers before me. 
My Gramps died at ‘Pearl’ on a day in December,” 
Then he sighed, “That’s a Christmas ‘Gram always 
remembers.” 
My dad stood his watch in the jungles of ‘Nam”,  

And now it is my turn and so, here I am. 
 
I’ve not seen my own son in more than a while,  
But my wife sends me pictures; he’s sure got her 
smile.” 
Then he bent and he carefully pulled from his bag, 
The red, white, and blue… an American flag. 
“I can live through the cold and the being alone, 
Away from my family, my house and my home. 
 
I can stand at my post through the rain and the sleet, 
I can sleep in a foxhole with little to eat. 
I can carry the weight of killing another,  
Or lay down my life with my sister and brother… 
Who stand at the front against any and all, 
To ensure for all time that this flag will not fall.” 
 
“So go back inside,” he said, “harbor no fright,  
Your family is waiting and I’ll be all right.” 
“But isn’t there something I can do, at the least, 
Give you money,” I asked, “or prepare you a feast?  
It seems all too little for all that you’ve done 
For being away from your wife and your son.” 
 
Then his eye welled a tear that held no regret, 
“Just tell us you love us, and never forget. 
To fight for our rights back at home while we’re 
gone, 
To stand your own watch, no matter how long. 
For when we come home, either standing or dead, 
To know you remember we fought and we bled. 
Is payment enough, and with that we will trust, 
That we mattered to you as you mattered to us.” 
�

Forwarded to the church through LCDR Jeff Giles, 
SC, USN, 30th Naval Construction Regiment OIC, 
Logistic Cell One, Al Taqqadum, Iraq. 
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1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 

Psalm 148 
Colossians 3:12-17 

Luke 2:41-52 
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Isaiah 43:1-7 

Psalm 29 
Acts 8:14-17 
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Tryouts begin December 29th at 6 pm and  
December 30th at 7 pm in Wesley Hall. 

 
 

      Audition for the cast in our next dinner thea-
ter of April 24. The list of characters is available 
at church so you can be familiar with the differ-
ent parts. During the week you can pick up a 
sheet from the church office counter.  
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