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(253) 435-8675 
Whitney Memorial 
Janet_Leonard@comcast.net 
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Music Director 
suchungwa@yahoo.com 
 
Miki Craighead 
Organist 
mikidonc@mac.com 
 
Rick Crozier 
Music Team Leader 
riclynn@msn.com 
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      A total of $8269 has been re-
ceived in a generous response to a 
request for giving beyond pledged 
amounts. Thank you. 
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      Jan, her son and daughter were folks in my first church. She was a single mom who had a three/quarters 
job as a secretary and some part-time cleaning work. She was very proud and I got the feeling the family 
made ends meet by pride and holding their breath. Jan was very bright, always reading the thinking about 
things. She had plenty of doubts about the religion she’ been taught as a child, and asked a lot of difficult 
questions. She wasn’t what you’d call a regular church attendee. (Sometimes the kids would make it to 
Church School, sometimes not). 
      One day in December, I bumped into Jan as I was running around downtown. I was hurried and harried 
and full of woe. I can still see the absolutely brilliant smile that was on her face. “How are you?” I said. “Oh, 
the kids and I are having the greatest time. We love Advent!” (I was amazed! I’d never heard of anyone who 
loved Advent. Most people I knew couldn’t even figure out what it really was, anyway.) She went on, “We 
think of people who are having a hard time and then we make them a surprise basket full of little things. I 
can’t say it’s fancy stuff, we make most of it—Christmas cookies, little cards, smell-good sachets, tiny jars 
of seeds I’ve collected, candles from broken crayons, craft projects fro the kids...Early on Sunday mornings 
we wet those baskets on the porch, ring the doorbell and run! Actually we don’t run very far, because we like 
to hide and see their faces when they find their surprise. Then for Christmas Eve, we work on an extra spe-
cial gift for someone we don’t think is going to get anything really.” 
      There was no question in my mind that this project was absolutely holy. I could see the light of joy in 
Jan’s eyes. (And I admit I wanted some of that). Doubts about religion or no doubts, this woman knew what 
“incarnation” was, “God with us.” At least she and her family knew how to bring that reality to others. 
      As Jan talked, I recall being amazed that she personally knew enough people well enough to understand 
who really needed those Advent baskets. She, unlike me, was connected to the struggling that Jesus called us 
to be caring for.  
      Waling home from downtown that day, I lost myself in thought, remembering the delight I had as a 
young child delivering My—baskets full of flowers—how fun to drop-off, ring, and run.  
      I’m having a special Advent visitor soon, an elder fiend I’ve missed since my move. One thing about 
her—even at 90+ she still believes in surprise porch deliveries—May baskets and Advent cookies, too. And 
though I’d hardly qualify as needy, I guess most any soul longs for surprises—joy incarnate … like the little 
babe that was dropped on the porch of Bethlehem, to bring hope to the weary, and real love in-the-flesh. 
Blessed Advent/Christmas, 
��������		�

 Yr. to Date Yr. to Date Month of 

 Budget Actual November 

Income 371,323 377,106 41,225 

Expenses 421,117 387,092 44,142 

Net Income - 49,794 - 9,986 - 2,917 

PUMC 2008 Net Income 
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      Thank you for so many pledges 
returned to help the church plan 
ahead. We have 122 pledges with a 
total of $261,456 to work with so 
far and would love to see more 
turned in to make the most accurate 
budget possible.    
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      Thank you sweet people for helping Diana Hull 
with her cookie baking: 
      Marcie Hedman, Cindy Roggow, Brant De-
Larme, and Kayla Babcock. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      I want to extend a heartfelt thank you to my 
church family for your prayers, cards, phone calls 
and wonderful support during my recent eye sur-
gery and difficult recovery period.  It meant so 
much to know that I was in your thoughts.  Such 
support helped make my recovery a success.  
Blessings, 
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      The generosity and graciousness of this congre-
gation is a constant source of wonder and blessing.  
During the week of Nov. 15-22, we housed five 
homeless families from the Phoenix Housing Net-
work, providing a warm, safe place to spend the 
night, nutritious home-cooked  dinners,  child care 
and loving hospitality.  All in all, 40 of you helped 
during the week. 
      People are homeless for many reasons:  loss of 
job, domestic abuse, medical expenses, addictions 
and, sometimes, just poor choices.  Phoenix Hous-
ing is a Catholic Community Services agency and 
one of several in East Pierce County trying to ease 
the problem of homeless.  Phoenix works only with 
families and houses people in churches, one week at 
each place, until the families can get back on their 
feet and into transitional housing.  While in the pro-
gram, people  meet with case workers, counselors 
and others to help them get their lives back on 
track. 
      So, I honor and give thanks for each of the 40 
volunteers who gave such loving care to our guests 
while they were here.  I also thank those of you 
who had to move your meeting places to allow each 
family to have a room they could call their own. 
      “. . . just as you did it to one of the least of these 
who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 
(Matt. 25:40) 
����������������	�
PUMC Host Site Coordinator�
�
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      The Puyallup United Methodist Church float in 
the Christmas Parade was the talk of the town! The 
people involved deserve a huge thank you from all 
of us for bringing our enthusiasm and love of com-
munity out onto the streets. Thank you Margol 
Tucci for applying your tireless energy to Pastor 
Ann’s idea - why not have the church in a parade? 
Thanks also go to Joe Tucci, Dave Burgmeier and 
everyone who created the float, Miki Craighead 
who added the banners and the decorators. But the 
number of you who turned out to ride on, walk with 
and watch our float made it the success seen by 
hundreds. You are an inspiration for the real Christ-
mas. God bless you everyone! 

 
 
Jan Anderson, starting radiation 
therapy in January 
 

Family of Lloyd Baker, who was laid to rest  
November 29th 
 

Sally Broeker, having radiation treatments 
 

Dorothy Michaelis, treating a compression fracture 
of the spine 
 

Bill Goelzer whose uncle passed away 
 

Nita King, in a brace for her fractured spine 
 

Allie Johnson for her health issues 
 

Mark Bigelow, Judy Cash’s brother-in-law, receiv-
ing chemotherapy 
 
The family of  Eric Soderquist whose memorial 
service was December 9th. (see how you can help 
keep his memory alive on page 9) 
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interested in sharing with the home-
less by serving the holiday meal on 
Christmas Day, please contact Janet 
Byrd at (253)228-1441. 
 

�

��
�����
��%����� �
      Help decorate the church and sanctuary with 
beautiful live Poinsettias for this joyous & holy 
time of year. 
      Individuals are welcome to 
give a donation of $10.00 in 
honor or memory of friends and/
or loved ones which helps cover 
the cost of the Poinsettias. A list 
of donors and memorials will be 
printed in the Christmas Eve bul-
letins. 
      Donations will be accepted in Wesley Hall after 
both services on December 14. A form will be in 
your bulletin on Sunday. 
  �
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      We will hold a "UNIQUE BOUTIQUE" during 
Coffee Hour December 14th & 21st.  Many people 
have donated their handmade items to the church 
sale. Our treasures may be painted, knitted, cro-
cheted, baked, or molded. All proceeds will go to 
the church treasury.    
      Please Contact Ruth Tervol at 845-8947 if you 
have items to donate and/or if you would help at the 
sale table during Fellowship Hour.�
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      Enjoy a Christmas Potluck with us in the Fire-
side Room December 17th at 12:30 pm. Bring a 
White Elephant gift and dish to share.  
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      Please remember to park in the rear lot on Sun-
days during this holiday time of increased atten-
dance.  
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      Join in December 19th at 7:00 
pm in the Cottage for our holiday 
get together. Bring a snack and 
your favorite holiday poem or 
story to share.  
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      Our church is very hospitable to all who come 
through our doors. In being so open, it is possible 
be taken advantage of in our generosity. There has 
been someone coming to church asking for cash to 
meet an immediate need. A tidy sum can be col-
lected in this fashion. Please refer anyone asking for 
money to the pastors. PUMC will give to an indi-
vidual in need by paying a bill or buying gas once 
every six months, but we don’t advise handing cash 
to someone.   
 

�����,/���-��� 0�
      The Puyallup UMC holiday cards are available 
again after a year's hiatus. You have probably used 
up your supply, so get another now. $15 gets you 
20 cards with four different scenes. Really good for 
Christmas (and Easter, too). 
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      December 21st is a "Christmas Cookie Potluck" 
during fellowship hour. Anyone who would like to, 

please bring your favorite 
holiday baking (home or 
store bought) to share dur-
ing fellowship after Sunday 
worship. Bring treats on ei-
ther a disposable plate or a 
dish from home that is la-

beled with your name. Non-cookie treats are also 
welcome, such as cheese or fruit. �
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8:00 am 
Disciple I 
Room 8 

 
9 & 10:30 am 

Worship  
Services 

 
10:30 am 

Handbells 
Room 5 

 
 

4:00 pm 
Carol Sing 
Wesley Hall  
& Sanctuary 

9:30 am 
Staff Meeting 

 
12:00 pm 
Sixty Plus 

Fireside Room 
 
 

6:50 pm 
Holy  

Communion 
Sanctuary 

 
7:00 pm 

Disciple I 
Cottage and  
Room 10 

 
7:00 pm 

Disciple III 
Conference Rm 

 
 

10:00 am 
Quilters 
Room 7 

 

6:30 pm 
Trustees 

Conference Rm 
 

6:30 pm 
Youth Praise 

Team 
Sanctuary 

 

7:00 pm  
Adult Council 

 Room 7 
 

7:00 pm 
Men’s Bible 

Study 
Room 3 

9:00 am 
Senior Men 

Fireside Room 
9:00 am 

Lectionary 
Conference Rm 

9:30 am 
Let’s Talk 

Room 3 
10:30 am 

Clergy Cluster 
Conference Rm 

12:30 pm 
Epworth Circle 
Fireside Room 

 

6:00 pm 
Music Team 

Sanctuary 
 

7:00 pm 
Church  
Council 

Fireside Room 

 
 
 
 

1:30—3:30 pm 
Parkinson’s 

Support 
Fireside Room 

 
 

6:30 pm 
Youth Praise 

Team 
Sanctuary 

 
7:00 pm 

Social Justice 
Conference Rm 

 
7:30 pm 
Choir 

Sanctuary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 pm 
Book Club 

Holiday Get 
Together 
Cottage 

 
 
 
 

Young Adults 
Christmas 

Party at Spates’ 
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8:00 am 
Disciple I 
Room 8 

 
9 & 10:30 am 

Worship  
Services 

Children’s  
Program 

 
10:30 am 

Handbells 
Room 5 

 
4—8 pm 
Youth  

Christmas Party 
Shirley’s House 

 

9:30 am 
Staff Meeting 

 
 
 
 

6:50 pm 
Holy  

Communion 
Sanctuary 

 
7:00 pm 

Disciple I 
Cottage   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 pm 
Men’s Bible 

Study 
Room 3 

 
 
 

Christmas 
Eve Services 

 
6:00 pm 

Child-Friendly 
Service 

 
8:00 pm 

Celebration  
Service 

 
10:00 pm 

Traditional 
Service 

 
Office  
Closed 

 
 

  
 
 

10:00 am 
Music Team 

����������� )*+(,-�(../�
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��%�  Family Ministries 
For Families of All Shapes, Sizes, & Ages 
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January 9 
 
 
 
 

Tweeners Time 
5th & 6 th graders 
Come! Jan. 11, 2-4 pm 

�� serve others—serve 
God 

�� drink Italian Sodas 
�� fun with friends 
�� pray with us 
�� play games 
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      The Puyallup UMC Ministry Audit study indi-
cated that we needed to revisit and address several 
issues.  One of those issues was the church’s rela-
tionship with the Puyallup Play Care Center.  We 
needed to address whether it is a PUMC mission or 
if it is just a good tenant in our church facility.  The 
Ministry Audit Team proposed a task force to work 
with a Play Care Board task force and take joint 
proposals and recommendations to the PUMC 
Council and Board for a decision.   
      Members of the PUMC task force were:  Cliff 
Jackola, Samantha Karpenko, Gene Robbins, Laura 
Sequeira, Desta Taylor, Betty Warner, Pastor Ann 
Berney, Pastor Shirley DeLarme, and Ruth Tervol 
(PUMC representative to Play Care Board).  The 
PUMC task force met three times to develop posi-
tion points before meeting as a joint task force on 
October 28, 2008.   
      The joint task force used these points and took 
only one meeting to agree upon a set of proposals 
totake to the Play Care Board and PUMC Council.  
Among these recommendations were: 

·     Develop checklists and room layouts for 
teachers in Play Care and Church School to 
leave the shared areas ready for the other 

group.  Teachers will be advised and ex-
pected to follow these guidelines. 

·     No use of shared PUMC/Play Care rooms 
without approval through PUMC Office. 

·     Establish better lines of communications for 
daily issues.  The PUMC Office staff and 
the Play Care Office staff will be the first 
step.  Any unresolved items will be elevated 
to the Lead Pastor (Pastor Ann Berney) and 
the Play Care Director for resolution. 

·     Play Care Board will have a member attend 
the full PUMC Council monthly meeting 
and report on pros and cons of the relation-
ship. 

·     PUMC will have an appointed member on 
the Play Care Board. 

·     Follow established protocols for Play Care’s 
use of Fellowship Hall. 

·     Clarify joint use of kitchen area. 
·     Make Play Care students and parents more 

aware of the Church life and seasonal deco-
rations in the church.  Use more welcoming 
signs within the area to signify that this is a 
church. 

·     Play Care will be a mission for the PUMC.    
 

      PUMC Council approved the recommendations 
at its November meeting, as did the Play Care 
Board.  Many of these are already in effect, and 
others will be implemented in the near future. 
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1. Schedule time for self-care 
2. Avoid excesses 
3. Stick to a regular schedule 
4. Plan ahead and set limits 
5. Control your expectations 
6. Reach out for support 
7. Concentrate on serving others 
8. Have fun 
9. Stay in the present 
l0. Find the true Spirit of the holidays 

From Northwest Parish Nurse News.  
Submitted by Health Ministries 
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       By the time you get this your 
Thanksgiving dinner will be over and 
Christmas will be right around the cor-
ner. This will be my first Christmas in 
Lubumbashi since I have been assigned 
here. My office follows the conference 
office schedule and so we will be off al-

most 3 weeks. I’m going to do lots of deep house 
cleaning! And maybe some yard work. 
      First I want to thank all of the churches that have 
contributed to my salary support in these past few 
months. I appreciate your continued support of me 
and the work I do in the DRC. Also a big thank you 
to those of you who have contributed to various pro-
jects here. Your gifts do make a difference.   
      Two stories have come across my desk that I 
thought you might be interested in hearing. One I 
was more involved in than the other. 
      We have a family who lived in the Central Afri-
can Republic and he was given a scholarship to at-
tend Mulungwishi Theological Seminary, a project 
of the South Congo Conference. Lucien has 4 chil-
dren plus his wife and they were all coming. It was 
difficult to get money to them so we had someone 
going that way we trusted and he carried the travel 
funds to Lucien.  It cost too much to fly so they 
came by boat down the Ubangi and Congo Rivers. 
They were headed for Kinshasa. Part way the boat 
broke down and it could not be fixed so someone 
was sent to downriver to get parts.  This meant that 
the passengers on the boat had to wait and they 
stayed with people in the village along the river. It 
took almost a month to get the boat repaired.  The 
family finally made it but they had used up most of 
the money they had with them. They had some 
problems entering the DRC as they came by boat 
and their visas said they were arriving by plane. All 
got straightened out and they flew from Kinshasa to 
L’shi where they spent the night and then were 
taken up to Mulungwishi. I was able to reimburse 
some of the funds to the family that they had spent 
on their unexpected stay along the river from mis-
sion funds some of you have sent. They were so 
thankful to be here and to have something in their 
pocket. 
      The second story is much different and was told 
to me by Gaston Ntambo, our missionary pilot for 
North Katanga Conference. He and his wife were in 
Kamina. They wanted to go to another village and 
so were riding a motorcycle to get there. On their 

way they met a man transporting a pregnant woman 
whom they had tied on a bicycle. She had gone into 
labor and the baby got stuck coming out. No one 
seemed to be able to help her so they were taking 
her to another village where there was a doctor. But 
she was losing a lot of blood and the baby was dead. 
Gaston said when they returned from where they 
were going they met the man again who told them 
the woman had died. They had gotten her to the 
doctor but it was too late. The woman had lost too 
much blood and the doctor couldn’t save her. Gas-
ton flies to Kamina and some of the smaller villages 
around there where the plane can land to bring peo-
ple to L’shi for medical treatment when he can. It 
breaks our hearts when medical problems come up 
and there is no one to help. If you want to contribute 
to his work use Advance #08597A, Wings of the 
Morning. 
      But on a brighter note, Bernard (Front Porch Or-
phanage Adv #14420T) has received a grant from 
United Methodist Church Global AIDS to help with 
the construction of the boys’ dorm for the Front 
Porch Orphanage. It will not be enough to do all the 
work but will certainly help. He has the foundation 
done and the walls up to the top of the windows.  
This grant will get the last 3 rows of bricks before 
they begin the framing for the roof. Hopefully he 
will be able to get the roof on as well. He says the 
boys are pestering him to get it finished. They want 
to move in.  Bernard was in my office today to pick 
up these funds and showed me a picture of the 
building. They now have electricity to the girls’ 
dorm and he will buy cable to run electricity from 
the girls’ dorm to the kitchen and to his house. Then 
they will all be connected and the girls can move in.  
They want to do this before Christmas. 
      I want to wish each and every one of you a 
Merry Christmas and a happy holiday season. I 
know things are not easy for many of you in the US 
right now. Whatever you can do in the home mis-
sion field or over here will make things a little 
brighter for someone else. Don’t think that your 
$1.00 or $5.00 is not enough to make any differ-
ence. There are many others just like you and added 
together you DO make a difference. Of course we 
appreciate receiving more from those who can give 
more! 
 

Merry Christmas, 
��	������
��	�
Missionary serving in Lubumbashi, DRC 
afejlm05@swbell.net,  Salary Support # 12086Z 
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      Eric Soderquist was remembered by family and 
friends on Tuesday, December 9th at the First 
United Methodist Church of Olympia. Eric died fol-
lowing a traumatic fall and resulting injury. 
      A memorial fund  has been established at the 
Washington State Employees Credit Union in Eric's 
name.  Donations may be made by check to 'The 
Eric Soderquist Memorial Fund' and sent to: 

Washington State Employees Credit Union 
P.O. Box WSECU 
Olympia, WA  98507 

       The fund will be used to cover any medical ex-
penses associated with his hospitalization not cov-
ered by insurance, and the remainder will be used to 
establish a fund to provide leadership development 
opportunities for WSDOT employees. Leadership 
development was one of Eric's passions and this 
fund will allow his good work in that area to con-
tinue. One of the legacies Eric leaves for us to enjoy 
is the new artwork along interstate 5 in Tacoma, 
which Eric's leadership made happen. 
      A memory book for Eric's family is being com-
piled. If you have stories, anecdotes or pictures you 
would like included please send them to: 

WSDOT Olympic Region 
PO Box 47440 
Olympia, WA  98504-7440 

            Attn: Molly Blake 
or e-mail to blakemo@wsdot.wa.gov 

�
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            Beginning Friday evening, Janu-
ary 2nd,  Love INC will offer a program 
open to the churches who would like to 
be better trained in managing their fi-

nances. The program will start out as a 4 week pro-
gram teaching basic financial management tools. It 
will be led by a long time ministry partner Bob 
Hawkins. To attend this training please call our 
helpline at 253-531-2365. It will be held in the east 
Tacoma area and the location will be given to peo-
ple when they register. We are hoping to be able to 
provide daycare on site for participants. 
      The training is based on biblical and sound fi-
nancial management practices. 
      We look forward to being able to offer this ser-
vice and know that God will use it to build relation-
ships and draw people closer to him in the process. �

1���������������1
��� 4� ��"�� �
����
������� �

1.   Consider getting a flu shot. October or No-
vember is the best time to get the vaccine but 
getting it in December or later can still help 
protect you for the rest of the flu season. 

2.   Hand washing is one of the best things you 
can do to stop the spread of the flu and other 
infections. Wash often and be sure you scrub 
long enough –at least 20 seconds.  

3.   Follow cough and sneeze etiquette. Cover 
your mouth and nose with a tissue or cough 
into your sleeve if you don’t have a tissue. 
Always wash your hands right afterwards. 
Try to stay at least 6 feet away from other 
people. 

4.   Other ways to keep germs from spreading: 
a.    Disinfect objects and areas that are 

touched frequently (phones, key-
boards, bathrooms, tables, toys, door 
knobs, remote controls, counter tops, 
sinks). 

b.   Remember to keep your hands away 
from your mouth, eyes and nose. 

c. When caring for someone with the 
flu, wash your hands well after han-
dling the person’s soiled laundry. 
Avoid holding soiled laundry too 
close to your body. 


��������	��������   
      Information from the Tacoma Pierce County  
Health Department 

 
 5���
����,�6����� �

December 14 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

Psalms 126 
1 Thess. 5:16-24 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 
December 21 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Luke 1:47-55 

Romans 16:25-27 
Luke 1:26-38 
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Puyallup United Methodist Church 
Vision Statement 

 

A Christian faith community 
that experiences and shares    

God’s love.  
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