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Circuit Rider

In the city of the “four hills” (Pullman, Washingtbwhere | grew up, our
church, Simpson UMC, had a huge neon cross onutsede of its great upside-
down-arc wall. | remember a cold, dark night contagne for Christmas, my
first year of college-- exhausted from finals, afldhe tangle of new relation-
ships. We were rounding one of the final curvesjiog down, down from Col-
fax. Suddenly, out of the dark, that drop-off ithe little Palouse River valley
came to view in a twinkling of tiny lights belowuBwhat caught my heart was
up, seemingly floating on the far hill, that gréatross. Tears came to my eyes,
a lump filled my throat. My longings and hopes dfgfiand overwhelmed me
for a moment. | was so thankful to be home to wihevas freely loved, and
where | had first come to know God within me.

The words of the Advent call of the prophet Isgihich | had heard at chapel
just a few days before) came rushing back to mee‘geople who walked in
darkness have seen a great light.” And in a flasly took on real, living, soul-
meaning for me.

Since that night, | have seen that view of theftmating in the darkness many
times in my mind'’s eye. It seems to come when Hbreeéttle brightness to help
me along my way. | have come to understand that-tiveineve get to return
“home” or not, whether the neon cross light bum®ar church or not—Our
God sent to us that first Christmas (and ever 3jridis Christ-Light into this
world, into our very midst-- even into the darkestidest night-- to help us
keep hope in His abiding, compassionate preseribeusiand to help our hearts
find their way into his household of love.

“The darkness cannot overcome such light!”

Strength, Peace and abiding Love be yours thiosezfsholy Light,
Pastor Ann
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Worship

Dan Damon, pastor and
song writer from California, composer and writer of
two songs inrhe Faith We Singwill be the keynote
speaker for the Jubilate Worship Arts Workshop for
Lent and Easter on January 8-9 at Tacoma First
UMC. Workshop leaders will include:

Dr. Flora Wilson Bridges--Preaching

Ron Davids--Scripture

Dan Damon--Music

Angela Farrar--Movement

Judy Schultz--Visuals
The workshops will focus on lectionary based wor-
ship planning for Lent and Easter. Cost is $50 or
there is a group price of $100 per church. Please
this on your calendar now.

Several people have become victims of a scam
involving fund raising efforts for the families tfe
four Lakewood police officers killed last Sunday
morning. People have been contacted by phone and
solicited for donations via credit cards and chegki
account numbers. Such solicitations should be con-
sidered scams. Either hang up on the caller or get
the caller phone number (if you have Caller ID) and
call the Lakewood Police Department with that in-
formation.

Donations can be made safely to the Lakewood
Police Independent Guild at http://www.Ipig. us
mailed directly to the Lakewood Police Independent
Guild Charity Fund at PO Box 99579, Lakewood,
WA 98499. You can also make donations through
any Columbia Bank (Lakewood Police Benevolent
Fund) or Bank of America (Fallen Lakewood Offi-
cers Fund). For more information about scams tar-
geting vulnerable adults, contact the Pierce County

Many Puyallup churches have opened their
doors to the homeless. When the temperature is go-
ing to dip below 40 degrees pre-registered folks ca
get shelter for the night. Summit UMC is one of
these shelters. In addition to a warm place tgpslee
in safety they like to provide each of their guests
with toiletries. They welcome donations of travel
size soaps, shampoos, toothpaste, etc. If you would
like to assist this valiant effort, call the Summit
UMC office at 253-537-6560.

Our Tacoma’s NW Furniture Bank is in need of
gently used or new household items. Please bring
them to the “Bank” at 2650 Bay St, Tacoma, WA
98421.

Needed most are:

Sheet Sets—Queen, Full, Twin, and Extra

Long Twin

Blankets, Comfort-
ers—same sizes as abo\ Dinnerware (plates and

Bath towels, bowls),

Pots and pans, Microwaves,

Coffee Makers, Kitchen Chairs,

Small appliances,  Any Furniture

Bowls and cookware,

Attention boys inithrough &' grades. Do you
like to camp, hike, bike, fish, play sports, doftza
earn badges and more Cub Scouting is for you!
Come find out all about the fun in store for you!
There are Cub Scout Packs all over town. For more
information please call 253-682-2205 or visit www.
pacificharbors.org

Aging & Disability Resource Center at (253) 798- pu mm wm —-—
4600 or (800) 562-0332. I 1 l
Bob Riler
Pierce County Aging & Long Term Care I Micah 5:2-5a
Aging & Disability Resource Center iah 3:14- -
ging y Zephaniah 3:14-20 | 0 '1:47.55 or psair |
Isaiah 12:2-6 .
I Philippians 4:4-7 80:1-7 |
Luke 37 1é Hebrews 10:5-10
I uke 3:/- Luke 1:39-55 |
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Lane asks for Prayers for the staff at thg G
Lakewood and their families. The work surround-
ing the manhunt, followup investigation, and the
memorial service planning is intense and extensive
leaving many families abandoned by their family
member employed at the City. The staff are also
deeply affected by the deaths of four of their col-
leagues.

Thanks,

Pastor Shirley

#
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The Building Maintenance Endowment provides
some of the funds for the Trustees to use for emer-
gency repairs, replacing major items, and ongoing
maintenance of our facilities. It originated in B99
from three bequests and received a major addition
1996. This by no means meets all the requirements
the Trustees address but is a major source of funds
Furnace repairs, new computers and copiers are e»
amples of how the funds are used.

About one half of this fund’s liquid assete a
invested in a socially responsible mutual fund. An-
other of this endowment’s assets is the Puyallup
church’s one half investment of $84,830 in the Cot-
tage—the other one-half is the Whitney Memorial
UMC'’s share.

$5,034 was transferred to the Capital Improve
ment account (the Trustees’ checking account) fron
this fund in 2009.

$  &'&
Sunday, January 3rd, we will hold a service of the
Celebration of Epiphany - stars and kings and gifts
of love. Come and join us! (9:00 and 10:30 am).

Circuit Rider|

Annie Boulet, daughter of Lee and Carrie Bou
is recovering from surgery for a bleeding
aneurism. Please keep praying for Annie and
family.

Aaron Henderson has returned to school follo\i
ing a severe accident involving a head injury.

Rev. Connie Thomas of Louisiana died sudde
November 24.

Tom Quann is fighting cancer
Jan Anderson is fighting cancer

Don Anderson is recovering from hip surgery i
Regency, room 112

Allie Johnson is at St. Clare Hospital
Joe Broussard is healing a torn Achilles tendo

Laura, June Coloff's sister, is healing from a k
ney transplant

Kay Smyth is fighting Leukemia
Marjorie Hansen has an eye problem
Conner Isom, healing from back surgeries

Our soldiers serving in the armed forces.

GSM2 Ryan Estes ) # &

EM DIV
USS INGRAHAM (FFG-61)
FPO AP 96668-1515

SSGT Jared Kacoroski
102 23rd Ave SW, Apt E104
Puyallup, WA 98371

2LT Loren Kacoroski
8928 Skokomish Way NE
Olympia, WA 98516
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SGT Michael Kelly Kindig 2
P.O. Box 784
Sumner, WA 98390

Brandon McElroy
306 W. 37th St.
Austin, TX 78705-1418

CPL Stephen Sequeira
1030-A Rice Canyon Rd
Fallbrook, CA 92028
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December 1% is our next get together at th
& " - Cottage at 7 pm. Join us for fellowship and lively
Fellowship Hall discussion overhe Helpby Kathryn Stockett.

The January 28th selec-

Library Committee will arrange the ceek tion is The Dance of the Dissi- MRS

on platters and set the table for us. Clearly mark  gent Daughteby Sue Monk

with your name containers you want returned to Kidd. This will put us back on \ —

you. Thank you for sharing. our regular last Thursday of the\\}/s
month meetings.

! ! Bring a friend to share in our group.

The Social Justice Committee and Ouatrea
Ministries hosted a meeting to look at how PUMC
and Whitney might respond to the problem of
homelessness in Puyallup. The group was made o
aware of where the Puyallup City Council sits cur- '
rently on the issue. The history of and currenusta
of the Puyallup Homeless Coalition was explained,

as was the progress on the ecumenical ministerial & ) 0 0

association’s reorganizing offers. Pastors Ann e ek , 12

Berney and Janet Leonard educated the group on ¥ During Fellowship Hour you will
various current programs. Open discussion of con- find beautifully handmade treasures 2

cerns and interests followed, along with a presenta paked goods in Wesley Hall. A special section fq
tion of ideas of what we as a congregation might be gently used Christmas decorations and ornamer|

able to do to help. The next meeting is schedwed f may round out your home decor. All proceeds w
Sunday, December 13 at 5 pm. All are invited to at- penefit the church.

tend.

* +

Advent and Christmas are right arouredorner. It is a tradition here at PUMC
to decorate the Church and Sanctuary with beadiilPoinsettias for this joyous & hol
time of year.

Individuals are welcome to give a darabf $10.00 in honor or memory of >~
friends and/or loved ones which helps cover thé abthe Poinsettias. A list of dONors oroen \
and memorials will be printed in the Christmas iitis. O iseltins

December 13th is the last Sunday donatwill accepted in Wesley Hall after botn
services. Order forms will be in the bulletins am8ay.

*

| am enclosing a gift of $ for Poiniast
Please mark the memo line on your check “Christhtawers”.
Please print your information:

In memory of

In honor of

Your name

Phone #
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December 13

December 14

December 15

December 16

December 17

December 18

December 19

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
8:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am
Disc. Il, Rm 8 10:30 am 10:00 am Maintenance Young Adult
9:00 am Staff Meetjng Quilters _ Team Café Bible

Ch.ristmas Ann’s Office Room 7 Fireside Room Study
) at Central Per}
Cantata at 11:30 am 9:15 am
hip o Lectionary . ) .
V\S/g:\slice Sixty Plus 100pm | ConoroncORrl . 100 pm 10:30—12:00
10-30 am Fireside Room Soci.al Justice Parkinson’s Twe_eners
Wérship Conference Rn Support Cookie Bake
. Christmas Party Wesley Hall
Service Fireside Room kitchen
Unique
V\IlaeosLljgg LIJ-|eaII 6:(.)0 pm
6:45 pm 6:30 pm Music Team 6:00 pm
10:30 am Hol Trustees Sanctuary Youth Band
y outh Ban
Handbells,ym 5 | communion | CONference R Sanctuary
1:00 pm Sanctuary
You';h 7:00 pm 7:00 pm 7:00 pm
Caroling Disciple | 7:00 pm Church Book Club
Wesley Hall Room 7 Meg’tsdB'b'e Council Cottage
: udy iresi
§ 4:00 pm 7:00 pm Room 3 Fireside Room 230 om
outh Band Disciple II b
Chancel Choir
5:00 pm Cottage Sanctuary
Homeless Mtg.
Room 7

December 20

December 21

December 22

December 23

December 24

December 25

December 26

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
8:00 am
Disc. Il, Rm 8 9:00 am 9:15 am
) _ Connecting Lectionary
9.00h$|Ld10.?:0 am " Ministries Conference Rn
Ig:aée;ir': Sat Ann’s Office
: 10:30 am
Worship SVC. | gyatf Meeting CHRISTMAS
Cookie Potluck DAY
Fellowship Hall
3:30 pm 6:(_)0 pm 6:00 pm
carpool from 6:45 Mgsm Team 8:00 pm
PUMC . pm . anctuary 10:00 pm
s-gpmyouth |  HOW . | 700 pm CHRISTMAS
CPhristtmi;shP Iart}/ Sanctuary Committee EVE
astor shiriey's Fireside Room WORSHIP
4-8 pm 7:00 pm SERVICES
Young Adult Disciple | 7:00 pm
Bonfire & Room 7 Men’s Bible
Hotdogs Study
Fireside Rm or 7:00 pm Room 3
backyard Disciple Il
Cottage Page 5 Office Closed
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Saturday

December 19
10:30 am-noon
Serve others—serve God
Fun with friends
Pray with us
Play games

Bake Cookies, Play Games, and Eat

Cookies. Meet in the Main Kitchen

at the church. Bring a friend.

Planning ahead? Put Tweeners time

on your calendar for the third Saturday each month, from
10:30 to noon.
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