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(253) 435-5127 
suchungwa@yahoo.
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      In many ways it is hard to realize that Thanksgiving and the last Sunday of this 
church year, November 25th, is soon upon us. This means that we begin a new church 
year with the start of the Advent Season on Sunday, December 2nd. In my thinking, 
Thanksgiving is a time for us to reflect on our past and see how God has given us gifts 
with which to live our lives. It is truly what it says it is – a time to be thankful for the 
blessings of God. 
      Advent is a new beginning and it is a time to look forward with anticipation. It 
calls for us to prepare for the coming of a new season and a new church year.  
      As we move into this new year, may we know the importance of a visionary faith. 

John Maxwell is helpful in our thinking about this. In our management of all that God entrusts to our 
care, the defining characteristic is faithfulness. Literally, our stewardship is to be “full of faith.” But 
our understanding of the past, both in our Biblical reading and through our own life experiences, we 
are helped to develop that visionary faith. A faith-filled response enables us to enter into a partner-
ship with God, and gives the assurance of success even though the end may not be in sight. So a vi-
sionary faith helps us to “see beyond the ordinary”. We learn to believe and act because we have faith 
in God’s presence with us. We can’t know exactly what will happen in the future, but we know who 
holds the future. It is God who enables us to faithfully fulfill our commitments. 
      A visionary faith is not bound by normal limitations. We seem to be guided in our lives so that 
which we might think is impossible, still seems to happen. This equips and empowers us for ministry. 
As God spoke to the early leaders of Israel, the prophets, and then through Jesus Christ, so God 
speaks to us. However, we must be willing to listen. As God called these persons to a life of faith and 
ministry, so God continues to call us as well. God tested his followers and they struggled and used 
poor judgment at times, just as we do. But God called them and us to a life of faith. 
      We have many opportunities during the year to try to live out the visionary faith. But as we seek 
to offer our gifts to God for the coming year, now is a very special time in the life of our congrega-
tion. It is the time where our actions speak of that faith that calls us into the future. It is my hope that 
you will respond to the challenge of ministry through our congregation. May this time of commit-
ment be also a time where we show that we have a visionary faith. 
      One of the paradoxes of generosity was told to us by Christ. If we want to keep it, then we have 
to give it away. If we want to keep our life, we give it in service to Christ. Our generosity is abso-
lutely revolutionary. When we put it into practice, it transforms our actions, shapes our attitudes and 
changes the way we look at virtually every dimension of life. May we be transformed as we trans-
form the world around us. 

Washington 
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      Nursery Attendant Emily Voorhies will be fo-
cusing on her studies and student internship as she 
finishes her senior year at Pacific Lutheran Univer-
sity. To free some time for that internship Emily 
must leave us. We will miss her very much. She 
had a wonderful way with our youngest disciples 
who trusted her and enjoyed her care of them. 
Emily, thank you for your time with us. Receive our 
blessings on you as you finish your studies and pur-
sue your dreams. May God watch over you and be 
present with you.  
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      Thank you again for opening your doors to our 
Phoenix Housing Network families! 
      Our families felt welcome and well taken care 
of.  
      You all did it with love, grace and patience. 
These are difficult times for them and you helped to 
ease the pain of being homeless. 
Sincerely,  
���� ����� ������������	 �
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      We have been able to help a young couple and 
their three daughters gain a roof over their heads. 
They had moved to Washington for a job that had 
been promised, including a place to live. When that 
fell through, they ended up sleeping in their car for 
several nights and were running out of food and 
money. Open Hearth was able to put them in a mo-
tel room where they could shower, sleep and re-
group. The dad can continue his job search and the 
oldest girls have been enrolled in school. Thanks to 
your contributions we can extend a quiet, comfort-
able, stabilizing environment to a family in crisis. 
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      Honored Guest Classes lead to New Member 
Reception on November 25. Our  second Honored 
Guest class is on November 17 from 9:00 to 11:00 
am. You are not required to join after attending the 
class, it is just to inform. We will regularly offer 
these classes, so watch for the next one. If you are 
interested in coming to class or joining our church 
as a member, call Pastor Jim at 845-0547. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jim Burdine—was hospitalized 
 
Jim Brown—in the hospital 
 
George Morgan—battling cancer 
 
Barbara Morris—ill due to low blood pressure 
 
Jerry Engel (Kerry Wright’s uncle) - battling pan-
creatic cancer 
 
Pam Ernst (Megan’s mother) - treatable, but not 
curable cancer spot in lung 
 
Leonard Lake—healing a broken hip 
 
Clara Johnston—receiving hospice care while at 
home 
 
Ralph Taylor  at Life Care Center 
 
Dorothy Michaelis at home 
 
Soldiers serving in the Armed Forces, including: 
Alan Alswager, Brian Boyles, Brandon McElroy, 
Daniel Preston, Steve Sequeira, Louis Dean Wylie, 
and Joe McCord 
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       Request your Poinsettia soon. 
Orders will be accepted now through 
December 2nd. Each plant will be 
$11. You can dedicate it in honor or 
in memory of someone. You have the 
option to make your written order on 
Sunday or call the church office at 
845-0547.  
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      "Hands" are available with names of persons in 
our community in need of a little extra for Christ-
mas. You can pick up a hand during fellowship 
hour November 18 and November 25.  

      Please remember to return all 
gifts to the office (9-4, Monday 
through Friday) or the Giving Tree 
table in Wesley Hall on Sundays. 
Gifts need to be returned on or be-
fore Sunday, December 2. Please 
remember to put the label from 
the hand onto the package. If 
there are any questions please call 
Betty Warner, 848-7546. Thank 
you for your generosity. 
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      Save on your holiday purchases 
with our library sale and you’ll be 
contributing  to a better library at the same time. 
This is a great chance to do your Christmas shop-
ping early bi-passing any shipping and tax charges. 
There will be a variety of quality books for adults 
and children from Cokesbury and fun stocking 
stuffers. 
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      We will have several artificial trees for the 
Sanctuary and Narthex this year that will be set out 
December beginning at 9 am.. You are invited to 
help set them up and  fluff their branches. Then re-
turn in a week on December 8 for decorating and 
adding lights to the trees.
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      Your offering on UMCSD furnishes scholar-
ships and loans for students attending United Meth-
odist-related and other accredited colleges and uni-
versities. Please give generously. Your gift makes a 
world of difference.  
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      Sign up again for the next Phoenix Housing 
hosting. We will be seeing more homeless families 
right after the New Year begins, so the sign up 
sheets are out again in Wesley Hall during Fellow-
ship Hour. Please mark down where you would like 
to help whether it is bringing dinner or a continental 
breakfast or something fun for the children to do. 
This will help us be prepared through the holiday 
rush and not forget those who have so little. 
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      The 5-day Academy for spiritual formation is 
for all persons:  laity, clergy, and deacons of all de-
nominations and will be held at Palisades Retreat 
Center in Federal Way, a peaceful, welcoming set-
ting of gentle hospitality. Because the Academy 
seeks to offer an experience of community as well 
as individual devotion, all participants are expected 
to be residents of the retreat center. Commuter en-
rollment is not available.  
      The  Academy offers you a time to experience 
gentle silence, absorbing worship, and rich learning. 
A time to be refreshed in the graceful, loving and 
healing presence of God.  
      Pre-register by February 6 with $50 deposit to 
“Treasurer, Pacific Northwest Conference”, send to 
Five Day Academy, c/o DeLois Turley, PO Box 
33802, Seattle, WA 98133. If you have any ques-
tions, call DeLois Turley at (206) 363-5223. 
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9:00 am 
10:30 am 
Worship  
Services 

 
Order your  
Poinsettias 

 

Bake Sale for 
Missions 

 
10:00 am 
Trustees  
Meeting 
Room 7 

 

 11:30 am 
Latte Training 

Wesley Hall 
 

No Youth Group 

9—1 am 
Library 
Comm. 

 

12:00 am 
Sixty Plus 

Fireside Room 
6:45 pm  

Holy  
Communion 

Sanctuary 
6:45 pm 

Childcare 
Room 3 
7:00 pm 

Disciple I 
Cottage 

 

Disciple II 
Conference Rm 

 

Disciple V 
Room 7 

10:00 am 
Quilters 

Conference 
 

11:00 am 
Yoga 

Fireside Room 
 

1:15 pm 
Saving Jesus 
Jim’s Office 

 
7:00 pm 

Adult Council 
Conference 

 

Health  
Ministry 

Fireside Room 
 

Men’s Bible 
Study Room 3 

9:00 am 
Lectionary 

Conference Rm. 
 

9:30 am 
Let’s Talk 

Room 3 
 

10:30 am 
Clergy Cluster 
Conference Rm 

 
6:00 pm 

Music Team 
Sanctuary 

 
 7:00 pm 

Thanksgiving 
Service  

Spanaway UMC 
 

 
 

Office Closed 
 
 
 
 

Happy 
Thanksgiving! 
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New Members 
Received 
9:00 am 
10:30 am 
Worship  
Services 

 

Order your  
Poinsettias 

 

Special offering 
UMStudent Day 

 
Fellowship Hour 
Library Book 

Sale 
Wesley Hall 

 
6:30 pm 

High School 
Youth Group 

 
12:30 pm 

Caring Team 
 
 

6:45 pm  
Holy  

Communion 
Sanctuary 

 

6:45 pm 
Childcare 
Room 3 

 
7:00 pm 

Disciple I 
Cottage 

 

Disciple II 
Conference Rm 

 

Disciple V 
Room 7 

11:00 am 
Yoga 

Fireside Room 
 

1:15 pm 
Saving Jesus 
Jim’s Office 

 
 

7:00 pm 
SPR/Music 

Team Meeting 
Conference Rm 

 

Youth Council 
Room 7 

 

Children’s  
Council 
Room 10 

 

Men’s Bible 
Study  

Room 3 

9:00 am 
Lectionary 

9:30 am 
Let’s Talk 

Room 3 
 

12:30 pm 
EpworthCircle 
Fireside Room 

 

5:30 pm 
SPR/District  

Superintendent 
Conference Rm 

6:00 pm 
Music Team 

Sanctuary 
7:00 pm 

All Church 
Conference 
Sanctuary 
8:00 pm 

Church Council 
Fireside Room 

 
11:00 am 

Yoga  
Fireside Room 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00 pm 
Handbells 

Room 5 
 
 
 

7:30 pm 
Choir 

Sanctuary 

  
9:00 am 
Set up  

Christmas 
Trees 

 

�
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Still ahead--information about: 
�� Youth requirements to go 
�� How to go as an adult 
�� Fund raisers ahead 

More details, plans & preparation 
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June 8        Graduation Breakfast 
July 14-18 Vacation Bible School 
Oct. 4   U2 Eucharist 
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overnight at church, acts of service, times of study & 
play 
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9 & 10:30 worship services 

Tell about your experience & what you learned.����
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      Sunday, November 3, 2003 Rev. Gary Ross 
from the Oregon City UMC brought us his message 
of "Great Expectations." He made sure we know 
how big God really is—He is HUGE! 
      He also brought another special gift from his 
church: the EDGE Ministry. You might have no-
ticed some of our members in the entry hall in re-
cent Sundays with the words EDGE Minister on 
their lapels. And some of you might have been 
asked, "How long have you been attending this 
church?" This helps the Ministers to identify new 
guests—please be considerate if you are asked this 
question occasionally. 
      These Ministers are find-
ing those guests who are here 
for one of their first worship 
services with us. Our goal is 
to make sure these guests are 
treated with honor, given the opportunity to get to 
know us and our church, and have their spiritual 
needs met. Their assigned EDGE Minister will be 
inviting them back each Sunday and helping them 
find ministries which suit their interests. Of course, 
we would love to see them as a part of our Christian 
community on a regular basis. 
      As you are introduced to new guests, understand 
that you, too, are a minister of your church, and that 
new friends are a key part of the future of our 
church. We want you to be one of their friends, too. 
      So thank our EDGE Ministers for their extra 
commitment to make friends of our guests. Re-
member that EDGE Ministers will be busy each 
Sunday watching for new guests—so please wait 
until after the service to chat with them. And if 
you want to be on one of their teams, let me know 
at 845-5125 as we have frequent training opportu-
nities. 
���� 
�����
�����  EDGE Ministry Coordinator 
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      When it comes to good stewardship of our natu-
ral resources, what are the most important things 
we, as individuals and families, can do?  How do we 
make choices that are most effective and can make a 
difference? 
      There is not a whole lot we can do to change in-
dustry to go “greener”, except through our spending 
habits, but there are a number of things that we as 
consumers can do to make a real difference.   
      Over the next 12 months the Social Justice Com-
mittee will offer suggestions that you and your fam-
ily can do to lessen the impact you have on the lead-
ing consumption-related environmental problems of 
air pollution, global warming, habitat alteration 
and water pollution. 
      Some of the suggestions may seem difficult yet 
there are some that are painless that can make a real 
difference.   
      Stay tuned and you too can make a real differ-
ence for our environment. 
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      “Ministry of Proclamation” will be provided 
Saturday, December 1, 9 am to noon at Foothills 
United Methodist Church, 10411 234th Ave. East, 
Bonney Lake. 
      Do you want to deliver a more meaningful pub-
lic reading of the Word of the Lord? Learn from one 
of the great teachers of the church, Kempton Hewitt, 
as he delivers his renowned workshop for our East 
Pierce County Circuit. The cost of $5 will cover the 
seminar and refreshments. Pre-register by emailing 
your name, phone, and number in your party to Dar-
rell Reeck at dreeck@msn.com. Also, please let the 
church office or Jim Lewis (845-0547) know if you 
are interested.  

+
�
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      The Pierce County AIDS Foundation, in partnership with the Tacoma Art Museum, will host a display of 12 
foot by 12 foot sections of the AIDS Memorial Quilt as part of a global commemoration of World AIDS Day 
(December 1). Notable quilt panels include those of the late WA State Senator Cal Anderson and Larry Klein, 
among others. The display is free and open to the public.  
      To RSVP for this reception, please call (253)383-2565. Space is limited.
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      To help us bring guest preacher Rev. Dr. Zan 
Holmes to our pulpit in January, we are looking for 
the donation of frequent flier miles.  Pastor Holmes 
will be traveling from either Dallas or Los Angeles 
to Seattle. 
      If you are able to offer a gift of miles, please 
contact the church office (845-0547).  Please pro-
vide us information on what your airline will re-
quire for us to apply these miles to our guests’ 
travel, and how to contact them.  Thanks for your 
generosity. 
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      The 5th annual Associated Ministries benefit on 
Thursday, December 6 will be a series of events 
with community partners. The “It’s a Wonderful 
Life” movie will be shown at the Blue Mouse 
Theatre in Tacoma’s Proctor District. At 2:00 pm 
the movie will be shown to the public. Tickets are 
$5 and can be purchased in advance from Associ-
ated Ministries (383-3056) or at the door. A morn-
ing benefit begins at 8:00 am with a catered break-
fast, music and a short program about the Family 
Emergency Fund. The evening benefit, beginning 
at 6:00 pm. includes an hors d’oeuvres reception, 
choir music, the film, friends and fun. 
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      Saturday, November 17, 9:30 am - 7:00 pm will 
be the date for First United Methodist Church’s big 
event. On the corner of E. Main and N St. SE, Au-
burn, at the United Methodist Church you will find 
home décor and Christmas decorations, stitchery, 
attic treasures, youth sales and the Pie Corner. You 
can buy soup or meatloaf and salad during the 
lunch hour or roast beef for dinner from 5-6:30 pm. 
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      Love INC has grown so much the past 5-1/2 
years in our capacity to Help Churches Help peo-
ple. We went from 11 churches working together to 
now having more than 190. We have 550 churches 
on our mailing list just here in Pierce County. As a 
resource and referral center staffed with volunteers 
from the churches, we help families find the help 
they need. We started out getting 25 calls a month 
and now get between 350-400 needy families a 
month.  People ask for more than a million dollars 
a year in financial assistance.   This is not an or-
ganization, it’s a movement of God.  
      The intent of this letter is to expand the vi-
sion. The clearinghouse is just the beginning. The 
future sees a Love INC that will add food pantries, 
gas vouchers, expanded furniture storehouses, gift 
closets, possibly career clothing closets. As they 
learn money management, resume writing, inter-
viewing skills, and computer skills, all through the 
time and talents of volunteers from the churches, 
people would earn vouchers to redeem for food, 
gas, haircuts, or furniture.   
      For us to be able to expand the vision, we need 
a bigger location to do ministry out of that can 
house all the things needed to be used to require 
clients to go through the program.  
      If you know of a place, or know someone who 
might know of a place, we are a 501(c)3 and all do-
nations are tax deductible. An investment into this 
ministry is an investment into a movement of God 
that is bringing the churches together across de-
nominational lines to love our neighbors.  
      If you’d like to get involved email Sherry at 
shephinisey@aol.com or call 253-468-6236. 
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Keep bringing those used postage  
stamps into the church office.  

The stamp collectors will pay us for these and 
proceeds offset church expenses.  
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        Daylight approached as we drove eastward toward New Orleans early on that Sunday morning. 
The Louisiana sun rose through the mist to greet us. We wondered how we would be greeted at Mt. 
Zion: warmly, we hoped… 
        After a brief stop for breakfast & a slight snafu with the GPS we pulled into the parking lot. It 
was early - 7:45 AM. We got out; stretched our legs & walked around. 
Mt. Zion UMC is in an aging neighborhood bordered by a huge deserted 
project, & sits across the street from a very large vacant lot. Gas stations 
and fast food restaurants are nearby and the church itself is on a very 
busy boulevard. Looking out across the vacant lot from the front steps 
of the church we could see the Astrodome & downtown New Orleans 
way off in the distance. 
        I had the camera ready & began shooting, hoping it didn’t offend 
anyone that was watching. We didn’t want to be too “touristy.” Soon 
people began arriving. The first was a slender old gentleman named 
“McKenzie.” He & his wife shook our hands warmly & invited us in. 
Joe helped him with setting up the sound equipment. That was appreci-
ated. I wandered around, taking more pictures. More people arrived; al-
most every one greeted us.  I signed the register. Then I called Lynn 
Pipes, who was somewhere in the building, on her cell phone. Lynn was 
the contact person that Diane Windsor had told us about. She came right 
down, all smiles, & we hugged. She took me around while Joe & McKenzie finished setting up. 
People were bringing food & setting it up in the kitchen. I got a bulletin & leafed though it. PUMC 
was at the top of the list of churches that had helped Mt. Zion. There were about a dozen in all, plus 
a couple other organizations, including the Bush/Clinton Fund. There was even a note about the 
Broussards from PUMC, and a very nice notation about the flowers our church had provided for 
their service.  
        We found seats; all around us smiling faces; hands offered. The love was flowing from God to 
Mt. Zion to us & back again full circle. What an honor and privilege to share in this joyous occa-
sion. And it was a joyous, loud, handclapping, foot stomping, hands-in-the-air kind of thing. Those 
folks “get down” when they worship! Tears flowed at times; tears of joy & release for them; tears of 
compassion for us. There was a baptism for a little “child of God.” They also honored about a dozen 
members that had passed on since Katrina. There was Liturgical dancing by young girls in white & 
blue, very moving indeed. Mayor Ray Nagley sent his personal secretary to the service with a cer-
tificate of congratulation to Mt. Zion for what they had accomplished in getting back into one of 
their buildings for worship. Sunday School will begin again on November 4. Bishop Ford presented 
a personal check to Pastor Connie Thomas for $1,500 which he & his wife had pledged when Mt. 
Zion began rebuilding. 
        After the service there was fellowshipping with refreshments; also a walk next door to the Sanc-
tuary with the President of their Trustees to show us the damage and clean-up progress. It was very 
sobering indeed. But these people are not down or bitter. They believe in the goodness of a loving 
God who will provide strength and healing for His children who are our brothers and sisters. Please 
continue to pray for Mt Zion and watch for more news and pictures concerning their progress. 
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Puyallup United Methodist Church 
Vision Statement 

 

A Christian faith community 
that experiences and shares    

God’s love.  
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