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Pastor Ann Berney                 253-770-0781 
revann@puyallupumc.org 
 

Pastor Shirley DeLarme         253-826-2253 
pastorshirl@puyallupumc.org 
 

Whitney Memorial UMC 
Pastor Janet Leonard              253-435-8675 
Janet_Leonard@comcast.net 
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Suna Chung, Music Director             253-777-9669 
suchungwa@yahoo.com 
 
Miki Craighead, Organist 
mikidonc@mac.com 
 
Rick Crozier, Music Team Leader 
riclynn@msn.com 
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       Reading an article from Newsweek by Jon Meacham, I was struck by this idea— our 
founders set in place mixing religion with politics while separating church and state.  
       A few hours later I was still thinking about that statement as I walked into Disciple 
Bible Study Class where we were studying Galatians and its core concept—Christian 
Freedom. We talked of freedom being the ability to make choices, understanding that with 
choice came responsibility. 
       Later, Pastor Shirley spoke of how some people leave their religion at the church 
door—thinking that religion has nothing to do with politics, and never the tween shall 
mix. Yet, it is important for us to know that we are to live our whole life in Christ (not lit-
tle pieces), and part of that life is within our greater (city, state, national) community. We 
are free to practice our faith—and truly practicing our faith is to live in love with God and 
others, especially with an eye for the needy. What can we do to make a difference to our 
neighborhoods, to help encourage life-enhancing decisions by our representatives? 
       I have been impressed by groups like the Associated Ministries that not only work to 
help respond compassionately to peoples’ struggling in Pierce County, but also to help 
build public policy to alleviate their need. 
       Bread for the World is another organization that takes our Christian understanding of 
care for the “least of these” into the public arena—assisting in providing programs to ad-
dress hunger, and helping to build capacity nationally and internationally. 
       This year, in awareness of limited resources, Bread for the World had decided to 
make its focus to encourage congress to streamline the red-tape and tighten up administra-
tive waste when it comes to providing aid to those in desperate hunger. Our church will 
participate in an “offering of letters” to our representatives to help promote this practical, 
life-saving policy work. (see upcoming information) 
       I am thankful for the separation of church and state, that allows each one of us oppor-
tunity to practice our beliefs without persecution or coercion. I am glad that we have the 
freedom and responsibility to make our voice and actions count toward influencing the 
decisions for our greater community. 
       I am also very grateful that I am given the profound freedom and responsibility to 
choose to have a heart of love that strives to live out faith, not just one day a week, but as 
best I can, 24/7. 
In Christ’s Compassion, 

      Pastor Ann  
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      Thank you so much for all of your love and sup-
port as my mom battled lung cancer.  Your prayers 
and kind words have kept me afloat this last year-
and-a-half and without them I surely would have 
sunk.  If there is any sort of silver lining in such a 
dark cloud as this it is that I have a wonderful 
church family and so many good friends to lean on.  
Mom passed away at home on April 17th, peace-
fully and surrounded by her family.  I arrived home 
in time to spend a few moments with her before she 
passed.  Even though none of you knew her, you all 
know me, and I am every bit the person I am be-
cause of the person she was.  God truly blessed my 
mom and that was reflected in her family, friends, 
and her faith.  Her warm smile and caring heart 
touched even more lives than she knew.  I am so 
blessed to be her daughter and part of her legacy! 
      Thank you all from the bottom of my heart, 
      Megan 
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      When you see one of us with our EDGE Minis-
ter name tag, remember that we are watching for the 
new guests that are coming to worship with us. So 

please postpone your chat time with us until the fel-
lowship time after the services. Thank you. 
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      Several young people associated with Puyallup 
United Methodist Church are now serving our coun-
try in the Armed Forces. Pray for their safety and 
God’s good work for:  Joe McCord, Brian Boyles, 
Jessica Proffit, Kelley Kindig, & Kyle Roberts.  
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Laurie, Larry & Marilyn Johnson’s niece, is   
            terminal from Multiple Sclerosis 
 
Barbara DeLarme, Lane’s mother, is very ill 
 
Megan Ernst’s family, her mom passed away 
 
June Coloff’s family, her mother passed away 
 
Fred & Sandy Koughn’s family 
 
Jan Anderson starting chemo treatments 
 
Kay Smyth in her fight with Leukemia 
 
Todd Bibler fighting Lymphoma 
 
Scott Holman, James Clark’s nephew, has cancer 
 
Family of Helen Larson. Her memorial will be 
May 9, 2 pm at PUMC 
 
Allen, Jerrie Isom’s brother, having heart problems 
 
Clara Johnston at Life Care Center 
 
Bob Leonard is at Linden 
Grove 
 
Allie Johnson, ongoing 
health difficulties 
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      Those cancelled stamps are still worth 
something to the church. We have a volunteer 
who processes them and sells them as a dona-
tion toward our church’s expenses. It’s such an 
easy way to benefit others—just tear 1/4 inch or 
so around the stamp, save them up and bring 
them to the church office. Their value to stamp 
collectors becomes our profit. 
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      The April meeting was cancelled. 
The book selection, Three Cups of Tea, 
will be postponed. 
      The next Book Club meeting will be 
Friday, May 22, 7:00 pm in the Cottage. 
The book chosen will be Fault Lines by 
Anne Rivers Siddon.  
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      Join the men of the church for a 
hearty breakfast Saturday, May 9th, 
7:30 am in the Hangar Inn at the 
Pierce County Airport. If you want 
to walk it off, some of the guys will 
be heading to the Pack Forest to 
hike up Hugo Peak. Dust off your 
hiking boots and come along. 
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      Let us celebrate your success with you when we 
recognize graduates on Sunday, June 7.  

      Notify the church office with 
the name of the graduate in your 
family, the school, what degree or 
certification earned and in what 
area of study. Call 253-845-0547 
or email barbara@puyallupumc.
org. 
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      Church Family Campout is the weekend of Fri-
day, August 28, to Sunday the 30th. 
Camping is $61 per site (you can share) 
For Saturday only, August 29th, parking is $5. 
On Saturday you will enjoy games, a potluck dinner, 
campfires with S-mores, 
songs, and stories! 
Pets are welcome.  
The lake is a short walk 
from the campsites. 
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      If you missed getting your 
gently used items in the March 
Rummage Sale we will have a 
Rummage Sale on August 1st 
benefiting the Family Renewal 
Shelter, a shelter for domestic 
violence victims.   
      We do have a storage unit 
available to store your treasures 
until the sale. The unit is on 
112th just past Costco. I am 
willing to meet you at the stor-
age unit and help you unload. 
Please call me to schedule a time 
to meet- Ruth Tervol 253-845-
8947 
      If you need a pick-up for larger items you may 
also call me to get one scheduled. 
      Thanks so much for all of your donations and 
work. 
      Blessings,  
     Ruth Tervol 
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      Mark your calendars for an exciting evening of 
music on June 4th, in our own sanctuary. The Cele-
bration Singers are a UMC youth choir from Atlanta, 
GA, and have been invited to make a formal stop at 
our church as part of their week-long tour of Western 
Washington in early June. This group of 39 youth 
and adults will be performing their lively vocal and 
handbell music, an evening not to be missed. What a 
great outreach opportunity for this choir and for our 
congregation. To support their mission, we are in 
need of volunteer hosts for housing for the night of 
June 4th, including a light breakfast and a return to 
the church by 8:00 am the next morning. Please con-
sider opening your home to an adult or two youths 
and share with them our welcoming community of 
faith. Contact Pat Vincent, pbvincent@comcast.net, 
or Suna suchungwa@yahoo.com, with your interest 
and for more information. 
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May 3 
Sunday 

May 4 
Monday 

May 5    
Tuesday 

May 6 
Wednesday 

May 7  
Thursday 

May 8      
 Friday 

May 9  
Saturday 

8:00 am 
Disciple I 
Room 8 

 
9 & 10:30 am 

Worship  
Services 

 
10:30 am 

Handbells 
Room 5 

 
4:00 pm 

Youth Band 
Sanctuary 

 

6:30 pm 
Youth Group 
Wesley Hall 

 

6:30 pm 
Labyrinth 

Fireside Room 
 

9 am –8:30 pm 
Small Church 

Training 
Sanctuary & 
Wesley Hall 

 
10:00 am 

Staff Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 pm 
Disciple I 
Cottage 

& Room 10 
 

7:00 pm 
Disciple III 

Conference Rm 

9 am—4 pm 
Small Church 

Training 
Sanctuary & 
Wesley Hall 

 
 

10:00 am 
Quilters, Rm 7 

 

11:00 am 
Yoga 

Fireside Room 
 

7:00 pm 
Worship  

Committee 
Conference Rm 

 

7:00 pm 
Play Practice 
Wesley Hall 

 

7:00 pm 
Men’s Bible St. 

Room 3 

9:00 am 
Senior Men 

Fireside Room 
 

9:00 am 
Lectionary 

Conference Rm 
 

9:30 am 
Let’s Talk 

Room 3 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00 pm 
Music Team 

Sanctuary 
 

7:00 pm 
Youth Council  
Conference Rm 

10:00 am 
Lay  

Leadership 
Conference Rm 

 

11:00 am 
Yoga 

Fireside Room 
 

1—2:30 pm 
Social Justice  

Conference Rm 
 

6:00 pm 
Play Practice 
Wesley Hall 

 

6:30 pm 
Theology at 

the Pub 
Milton Tavern 

 

7:30 pm 
Chancel Choir 

Sanctuary 

 UMM 
Breakfast 

Hangar Inn, 
Hike to Hugo 

Peak 
 
 

2:00 pm 
Helen Larson  

Memorial 
 

May 10  
Sunday 

May 11  
Monday 

May 12  
Tuesday 

May 13 
Wednesday 

May 14 
Thursday 

May 15  
Friday  

May 16  
Saturday 

MOTHER’S 
DAY 

 

Food Bank 
Sunday 

 

8:00 am 
Disciple I 
Room 8 

 

9 & 10:30 am 
Worship  
Services 
Sanctuary 

 

10:30 am 
Handbells 

Room 5 
 

4:00 pm 
Youth Band 

Sanctuary 
 

6:30 pm 
No Youth 

Group   

10:00 am 
Staff Meeting 

 

12:30 pm 
Library  

Committee 
Conference Rm 

 
 

6:45 pm 
Holy  

Communion 
Sanctuary 

 
7:00 pm 

Disciple I 
Cottage 

& Room 10 
 

7:00 pm 
Disciple III 

Conference Rm 

11:00 am 
Yoga 

Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 pm 
Finance  

Committee 
Conference Rm 

 

7:00 pm 
Play Practice 
Wesley Hall 

 

7:00 pm 
Men’s Bible St. 

Room 3 

 

9:00 am 
Lectionary 

Conference Rm 
 

9:30 am 
Let’s Talk 

Room 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00 pm 
Music Team 

Sanctuary 
 

7:00 pm 
SPR  

Conference Rm 

10:00 am 
Lay  

Leadership 
Conference Rm 

 

11:00 am 
Yoga 

Fireside Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00 pm 
Play Practice 
Wesley Hall 

 
7:30 pm 

Chancel Choir 
Sanctuary 

  
 

6:00 pm 
Mystery  
Dinner  
Theater 

Wesley Hall 
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Sun May 3    6:30-8pm Fiesta Méxicana. 
 
 
 

May 10         NO Youth Group 
 

May 23-25    CONVO (HS) Love All--Worship   
                     One 
 

June 7          Graduation Breakfast—see back  
                     page 
�

������������
 �
�

June 18-21   Legislative Pages at Annual  
                     Conference. All expenses paid;    
                     @ UPS in Tacoma 

 

July 13-17     VBS 2009 
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in Fireside Room 
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Fireside Room 
Free Admission 
Bring an adult to stay with 
you. If you like, bring snacks 
or drinks to share, bring a 
pillow or blanket, bring a 
friend. 
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Needed Received Balance 

$160,000 $153,566 $ -6,434 
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How long has it been since you updated your will?  
Was it drawn under Washington laws?  

Does it carry out your wishes?  
Does it leave a gift to the church to  

carry on its many ministries after you are gone? 
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      It may seem like winter, but summer is right 
around the corner when you’ve got a VBS program 
to plan for – and this year our kids will be 
“Experiencing & Discovering God Everywhere” as 
they work on their “E.D.G.E. Pledge” and learn 
how God is their Strength. 
      It’s not too early to think about how you can be 
involved in this year’s VBS program.  The theme 
and dates have already been decided and this year’s 
program looks like it has the potential to be a blast 
for the kids and leaders both!  Following the same 
design as last year, responsibility for the various 
aspects of the program will be spread amongst sev-
eral focused ‘co-chairs’. This is the big event of the 
summer and a FUN and REWARDING experience 
for our children.   
      Leadership co-chair positions include:   
Decorations,  
Supplies, Publicity,  
Registration,  
Snacks, Music,  
Devotion, and three  
instructional workshops (we 
will be choosing between art/
crafts, science/discovery, 
recreation, and storytelling).   
      Please call Samantha 
Karpenko at 253-841-2183 to secure your spot on 
this year’s VBS team. You’ll be so glad you did! 

Dates:  July 13-17, 2009   
9 am - noon 
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Associated Ministries’ 40th Anniversary 
Rev. David T. Alger’s 300 years of service 
2009 Ecumenical Service Award Recipients 

 

Saturday, May 30, 2009 
6:30 pm Social 
7:15 pm Dinner 
The Greater Tacoma Convention & Trade 
Center, 1500 Broadway.  
On-site parking is available for $5. 
RSVP by May 15 by calling Robin Mason at 
253-383-3056, ext. 145 or email 
robinm@associatedministries.org. 
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      Cooperative School of Christian 
Mission has created an experience 
for July 24—27, 2009 at Central 
Washington University in Ellens-
burg. The All-School Study will be 
“Sudan: The Beauty and Courage of 
Sudan”. Pre-registration is required 
by June 15. For questions, call 509-788-0728 or email 
pssuccess7@gmail.com. 
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      What happens when you put Jewish Rabbi, a 
Christian pastor, and a Muslim Lawyer together in a 
downtown Tacoma Church? Side-splitting laughter 
and proof positive that God does have a sense of hu-
mor! 
      Please join us for Interfaith Comedy Night—
Sunday, June 7, 7:00 pm. The internationally ac-
claimed comedic trio of Rabbi Bob Alper, Rev. 
Susan Sparks and Azhar Usman will be together for 
a special fundraiser in the Urban Grace, the Down-
town Church, 902 Market Street, Tacoma.  
      For advance ticket sales (Adults $15, Students & 
Seniors, $10), email or call the Habitat office at 
253-627-5626 or office@tpc-habitat.org. Net pro-
ceeds will benefit Habitat for Humanity’s “Under 
One Roof: the Interfaith Build”. 
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      South Sound Classical Choir will perform  
“I Hear America Singing” concerts free to the pub-
lic. Choose from three venues:  

 

Saturday, May 2, 7:00 pm, in Milton at  
       Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church,  
Sunday, May 3, 3:00 pm at Mason United 
       Methodist Church in Tacoma, or  
Saturday, May 9, 7:00 pm at Pilgrim Lutheran 
       Church, 10510 136th St. E, Puyallup. 
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      For 77 years, patients who died at Western State 
Hospital were buried in graves marked only by 
numbers stamped in bricks of cement. It wasn’t 
about money. It was about shame. The state sought 
to protect families from the stigma of their relatives’ 
mental illness by not putting names on the graves.  
      Five years ago, volunteers of Grave Concerns 
Association persuaded the Legislature to lift that 
ban. Ever since they have been placing new markers 
at Fort Steilacoom Park. They use the GPS map that 
Jim Senko and Lane DeLarme produced to locate 

the 3,218 graves.         
 

Adapted from an article by Kathleen Mer-
ryman, TNT’s South Sound, April 11, 
2009 
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      Saturday May 16th the Spring Art & Wine Walk  
in Puyallup will go from 1 to 6 pm. There will be 
sixteen sites featuring 30 wines. In addition, nine 
locations will be providing food.  
      An enjoyable way to support downtown Puyal-
lup. Tickets are $15 per person or $5 to just sample 
the food.  
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      Vendor tables are available for 
the annual Christmas Bazaar at 
Summit United Methodist Church 
at 104th and Canyon Road. You 
can choose which days to sell dur-
ing the weekend of November 5, 6 
& 7, 2009 from 9 am to 4 pm. A 
table is $20 per day for the 8’ x 6’ space. To reserve, 
call Gail at 445-6445 or Dee at 536-1956.  
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      Youth entering 7-9 grades in the fall are invited 
to a unique opportunity to seek  common ground 
with people in other faith traditions. Campers con-
tact Kathy at 360-357-7224, interfaith-
works@comcast.net. Experienced Camp Counsel-
ors, 20 years and older, call Sallie Shawl at 253-
383-3056, ext. 105, or sallies@associatedministries.
org. 
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      Blinded by Faith: Eye Opening Films on Relig-
ion presented by The Grand Cinema, Immanuel 
Presbyterian Church, and Urban Grace. Films start 
at 6:45 pm and are shown at The Grand Cinema, 
606 S. Fawcett, Tacoma. 
 

April 21:  Crimes and Misdemeanors 
April 28:  Earth  (1998) 
May 5:     Babette's Feast 
 

      Also, at 6:00 p.m. before Crimes & Misdemean-
ors, a Woody Allen film, there will be a lecture by 
Leonard Oakland - Professor of Literature and Film 
at Whitworth University and member of the critics 
panel on KPBX radio's Movies 101. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      The Reynolds Park 
Neighborhood at Port-
land Ave. and 48th St. in 
Tacoma, just completed 
16 new homes. Habitat 

for Humanity provided 8,000 volunteers and over 
56,000 hours of labor. The new neighborhood 
houses 60 children from 8 different countries.  
      To get involved with Habitat for Humanity call 
Janet Byrd at 253-228-1441. Registration forms to 
volunteer for Building on Faith in September will be 
available in the church office soon.  
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Acts 4:5-12 
Psalm 23 

1 John 3:16-24 
John 10:11-18 

�
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Acts 8:26-40 

Psalm 22:25-31 
1 John 4:7-21 
John 15:1-8 
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      With the approval of both church councils, the nine-year long con-
nection between Whitney Memorial UMC and Puyallup UMC is taking 
another step. The familiar image of Jesus praying in the garden stood 
above the altar in the Whitney church sanctuary in Tacoma.  It wel-
comed worshipers there from 1929 until the building, at 19th and South 
Fawcett had to be sold to UW Tacoma in 2000.  Sometime this summer 
the stained glass window, known as “Jesus in Prayer” will have a new 
home in the narthex/lobby at PUMC, opposite the main entrance, where 
it will once again welcome worshipers. 
      The window is currently being restored by the Rev. Mike Smith of 
Light of the Spirit Studios in Snohomish.  The display will be another 
expression of the partnership between Whitney Memorial and Puyal-
lup, celebrating our cultural diversity and linking historic ministries to 
what God calls us to be, now and in the future.�
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PERIODICALS 
Postage Paid 

Puyallup, WA 98371-5211 
(USPS) 113-600 

 

Postmaster: 
Send address correction to 
PUMC, 1919 West Pioneer  

Puyallup, WA  98371 

Circuit Rider is published bi-weekly by  
Puyallup United Methodist Church 

1919 West Pioneer, Puyallup, WA  98371 
Phone: (253) 845-0547 
Fax:  (253) 845-4620 

Church e-mail:  barbara@puyallupumc,org 
Church webpage:  www.puyallupumc.org 

Circuit Rider e-mail:   
circuitrider@puyallupumc.org 

 

Editor—Pam Sharrar 
Circulation—Dolores Rohlman,  
Betty Warner, Ed Hibben and Phyllis Hibben 
 

Next Circuit Rider deadline is  
May 6th. 

Puyallup United  
Methodist Church  
Vision Statement 
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