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Two key words enable us to
glimpse what was central to Jesus:
ATWORD Spirit and Compassion.These
FROM THE words disclose what was most im-
portant to him. In this article, which
PASTOR also comes from Marcus J. Borg’'s
&  bookMeeting Jesus Again for the
First Time,l will focus on Jesus’ un-
derstanding of compassion.

Compassion is a particularly important ward i
the gospels. The stories told about Jesus speak of
him as having compassion and of his being moved
with compassion. This word also represents the
summation of his teaching about both God and eth-
ics. For Jesus, compassion was the central quality
of God and the central moral quality of a life cen-

the suffering of somebody else and being move
that feeling to do something. This scripture and
verse speaks of a way of life grounded in an
“imitation dei” — an imitation of God. Here, imags
of God and ethos—what God is like and how we
are to live—are brought together. In the Hebrew
language it is to feel as God feels and to act@s

acts in a life giving and nourishing way. In theviNe
\

Testament, this same word has sometimes bee
more generally translated as “love.”

Moreover, for Jesus compassion was not sir
an individual virtue, but a sociopolitical way aes
ing the world, which expressed Jesus alternative
sion of his life in community. This vision of life
was embodied in the movement that came into ¢
tence around him.

In the Jewish culture in which Jesus livée, t
main term was to be holy so that holiness was t
quality of God to be embodied in community.
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tered in God. These two aspects of compassion are These two different social visions (compassion and

combined most clearly and compactly in a single
verse: “Be compassionate as God is compassion-
ate” Luke 6:36. (This is a better translation te th
concept being represented than the word
“merciful.” In English mercy or merciful most
commonly implies a superior in relationship to a
subordinate and often in a situation of wrongdqing.
In Hebrew (as well as in Aramaic that Jesus also
spoke) the word usually translated as
“compassionatefs the plural of a noun that in its
singular form means “womb.” For both men and
women it is located in the loins (womb for women
and bowels for men). In the Hebrew Bible, compas-
sion is both a feeling and a way of being that #ow
out of that feeling. In terms of feeling, the word
compassion means “to feel with.” It is “feeling the
feelings of somebody else in a visceral way,” at a
level somewhere below the level of the head. Most
commonly compassion is associated with feeling

holiness) are in deep contrast to one anothes. It
only when we appreciate this dimension of Jesu
message and vision that we realize how radical
were. For Jesus, compassion was more than a
ity of God and an individual virtue: it was a sdcig
vision, the core value for life in community. Totp
it boldly: compassion for Jesus was political. He|
directly and repeatedly challenged the dominant
ciopolitical vision of his world and advocated a

politics of compassion. This conflict and this sbqi

vision continue to have striking implications foet
life of the church today. We will look at this fher
from Marcus Borg in the next article.

With Easter coming just a day or two follogi
your receiving this in the malil, | invite you toitk
about how a politics of compassion relates to H(
Week and Easter.

i
'
they
ual-
|
U

SO-

—J

—d

y

March 29 through April 5 Pastor Jim
will be on Study Leave out of the state.
March 24 through April 6 Pastor Shirley be on vacation..
If you have any personal emergenciemduhat time call the
church office for a referral (253-845-0547).
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Thank you for the cards & visits, love & peay
following the loss of my mother and my surgery. I'm
continuing to improve as each day goes by.
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The following are responsible for the suca&ss
the latest Dinner-Theater extravaganza, which
brought in a net of $6119—another new record! The
youth have received $600 for their good work.
Overall Coordinators: Bill Rhodes & Rick Crozier
Youth Coordinators: Shirley DeLarme, Loni Ste-
venson
Publicity: Linda Henry
Business Card Ads: Bill Rhodes
Ticket Sales: Jim Christensen, Dorothy Rhodes
Food Preparation: Chef Sherri Miller, Jill and
Randy Poleskie, Pat & Bob Vincent, Shirley Cox,
Pam Hunke, Freddie Ivy, Dolores Rohlman, Marilyn
Johnson, Sherri Williams, Char Brummett, Lorna
Leen, Sherry MatthewgSome of this team worked
10-11 hours Saturday—a SPECIAL THANKS!)
Setting Up: Coordinator Kerry Wright, Judy Nolan,
Megan Wright, Sandy Engelking, Marcie Hedman,
Bill & Dorothy Rhodes, many of our Youth
Beverage Service:The Youth of our church
Dishing Up: Ellen Johnson, Lorna Leen, Diane

n

The Mystery Dinner-Theater was another hu
success, and special applause for our own thes
is well deserved! The many rehearsals required
hours of their personal time plus they providedrt
own costumes and even bought tickets. So let’s
a bow to the players:

Samantha & Stu Karpenko, Serena & Bob
Berndt, Linda Henry, Craig Isom, Randy Peacoc
(sorry Randy!), Marilyn and Don Fankhauser, K

ans

ke

en

Schrodt, Keith Geense, Susan Alexander, and Dhane

Sperl. Plus newspaper deliverers Sarah Berndt,
tie Karpenko, and Aaron Berndt.

Special recognition goes to Rick Crozier, am
ing director, comedian (?) and MC, for his effart
guiding the whole program from birthing the con
to bringing it to a successful end—and having &
fun in between.

Thanks to all for your near-professional and
much appreciated gifts!

# n
Thanks so much for taking church linens ho
to launder. Whether they are linens from the
Kitchen, Fireside Room, Nursery, or Sacristy (w
the sacrament of Holy Communion is prepared)
appreciate your diligence. However, we need th
items returned so we can use them again. Than

Windsor, Miki Craighead, Ginny & Jim Christensen
Marianne Davis, Marilyn Sieveke, Pam Baker
Serving: Brenda & David Morrow, Vicki Acker-
man, Dawn Harmon, Elaine Marston, Marcie Hed-
man, Michele & Jim Charest, Kip Berndt, Les Leen
Sandy Engelking, Debra Reinke, Janet Evans, Karl
Zylstra-Myton, Serena Hedman-Burgmeier, Gene
Robbins, Monte Windsor, Dorothy Rhodes
Bussing & Serving:Many of the Youth of our
church
Clean Up: Rich & Ruth Tervol, Ethel Rathbone,
Heather Gregory, Sandy Eriksen, Brenda & Davi
Morrow, Jim & Rusty Lewis, Jean and Dave Boyles
and_manynnamed others

A HUGE thanks to all! It takes so many oftas
make this a success. Our apologies for names
missed—thanks to you, too!

Linda (Lake) Morgan—breast cancer
treatment

" Leonard Lake—in Good Sam Rehab

Family of Mabel Heil since her passin

Marjorie, Dawn Frazer’s sister, having foot ampeiit
due to diabetic complications

Cindy Roggow—at home after hip surgery
Tressie Lowe—health concerns
Judy Ferguson—recovering from hip surgery

Jim Roberts (Erma Burgess’ son-in-law) recovering
home

PNW Delegation to General Conference

Kelley Kindig and Jason Brown in Iraq
Praises! Steve Sequiera is stateside from Iraq
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On Wednesday, March 26, 12:30 pm you’ll want to
meet us in the Fireside Room. Our speaker is Adri-
enne Heim, former secretary in our own church of-
fice, who will describe her experiences with Phoe-
nix Housing. Enjoy an afternoon of conversation
and community.

. %)
The next session Beginningsstarts Wednes-
day, April 9th, 6:30 - 8:30 pm. The first sessidn o
theBeginningsclass is about to complete. Partici-

pants have been having a great time, meeting each
week for a time of dinner, dis-

& rn

& () +
Program Atlantic Street Center—a Methodist
sponsored organization whose mission is to help
families and communities raise healthy & self-
sufficient children.
Speaker Bartholda Manderville—on the board of
Atlantic Street Center for 5 years.
*A Free Will offering will be taken.

*

|

Stop by the Adult Council table in Wesley Hal
during fellowship time after each service and
browse our wide selection of Bibles. The selection
continues to grow and change as new inventory is
added.

The lectionary texKeeping Holy Timevill be
available as well. It's been in high demand soaf w
don't have a copy for you, we'll take your name and
order more copies.

A special addition to the table includes the
Katrina CookbookAt a cost of $15, $10 of each
book sold goes towards the rebuilding of churches
in New Orleans. Enjoy the recipes of New Orleans
residents, and of the Mesa AZ congregation that is
also in a sister-church relationship.

Sound Tech ministry needs more ministers. Are
you interested in learning our new sound system
from the installers themselves? Are you willing to
be part of the sound ministry during the 10:30 wor-
ship service (and their 6 pm Wed. practice)? Are
you looking for a way to add to the worship experi-
ence of others in your church community? If you

answered "yes" to more than one of these questions NS year again at PUMC. Join us in

please stop at the Sound Booth after 10:30 worship
today/Sunday.

cussion and spiritual discov-
ery --all this with no home-
work!

The Beginnings class is
a great place for people who
want to take the next step in
deepening their faith in an at-
mosphere that does not expect prior knowledge of
the Bible. Each week, we'll explore a new topic
from the Bible related to Faith and explore howt tha
impacts our lives.

If this is a class you'd like to participate
watch for the official announcement coming soon
or stop by the Adult Council table during fellow-
ship time following each service to sign up or tear
more.

We are seeking soup makers, small group lead-
ers and facilitators to help deliver this new peogr
that is quickly becoming an integral part of tHe li
of our congregation. If this sounds like something
you'd like to be involved with, please contact Mont
Windsor (841-4092) or Lane DeLarme (826-2253)
or stop by the Adult Council table during fellow-
ship time.

Here are some comments from the students of
the Beginnings classes:

beginnings

&"0 (.
We will have our choir festival 8 J

great opportunity to glorify God to-
gether Sunday, April 27 at 7:00 pm.
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Easter Sunday 12:30 pm 11:00 am 9:00 am 11:00 am
Services Caring Team Yoga Lectionary Yoga
9:00 am Conference Rn Fireside Room Conference Rn Fireside Room
11:00 am 6:45 pm 9:30 am
munion 7:00 pm Room 3
Sanctuary Inviting/ 12:30 pm
6:45pm | Communica- EPworth Cir- 6:00 pm
Childcare tion Team ~ cle Handbells
Room 3 Fireside Room Fireside Room  poom 5
7:00 pm 7:00 pm 6:00 pm _
4 Disciple | Men’s Bible | Music Team 7_.00 pm
Room 10 Study Sanctuary | Social Justice
Room 3 Conference Rn
7:00 pm 7:00 pm
No Youth | Disciplell Youth Council | 730 pm
Group | Conference Rn Room 7| chancel Choir
7:00 pm 7:15 pm Sanctuary
Disciple V Lay
Room 7 Leadership
Conference Rn
# $ %& $ %& %& %& %&
!
9 & 10:30 am 10:00 am 9:00 am
Worship Quilters Lectionary 11:00 am
Hymn Service 6:45 pm Conference | Conference Rn Yoga
Holy (_Zom- Room 9:30 am Fireside
srglrig;ogr 11:00 am Let's Talk 1:00 pm
uary Yoga Room 3 Cancer Sup-
6:45 pm Fireside Room port
Childcare Fireside Room
Room 3
7:00 pm 6:00 pm
Disciple | 6:00 pm Handbells
6:30 pm Room 10 V7\/:00 rp])_m Mgsic ;I'eam Room 5
MS Youth 7:00 pm Comrat anctuary 6:30 pm 7:00 pm
e ommittee : .
Group Disciple Il : Theology at | Family Movie
Conference Rn 7:00 pm :
Wesley Hall | Conference Rn Jane Harve the Pub Night
_ 7:00 pm _ y Milton The Bee Movig
Disciple V Study Fireside Room 7:30 pm
Room 7 Room 3 Chancel Choir

Sanctuary
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May 18 Confirmation Sunday:30 pmworship
June 1 Graduation Breakfast--CHANGED
June 17-20 Annual Conference Pages

July 14-18 Vacation Bible School Beach Part
Oct. 4 U2 Eucharist

Can You Hear Me Now?
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June 26-July 4, 2008
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Watch for VBS Sign-up During Coffee Hour. Plan-
ning is really getting underway for this summer’s
Vacation Bible School and there are many volun-
teer opportunities available. Please consider how
you might be able to participate in this rewarding
experience.
Leadership Positions:
- Decorating
- Publicity
- Staffing/Recruiting
- Crafts
- Recreation
- Music
Support Positions:
- Set-up/Clean-up
- Devotions
- Hostessing
- Sound System/Projection
- Puppeteer
- Actor (Scoop the Reporter)
- Gofers
- Follow-up postcards
- Supply distribution (not the same as supply cslle
tion)
- Cookie baking
- Photography
- Preschool leader/teachers
The ‘Beach Party’ theme is bright,
fun and exciting and this VBS session has
the potential to make a lasting impression
on children and volunteer workers. Watch
for a sign-up poster during fellowship time in
Wesley Hall or contact a Children’s Council mem-
ber* with any questions or for more information.
Thanks!
Thank you. Please let me know if you have any
guestions.

841-2183
*Children’s Council Members:
Eileen Rollins Charlene Lovelace
Lorna Leen Karrie Zylstra-Myton
Deanna Slater Sherry Matthews
Pastor Shirley

Our next set of Honored Guest Classes will be hgld
on Saturday April 19 and 26 from 9:00 AM to

11:00 AM. The focus of the first class is on the-h
tory of Christianity and the United Methodist
Church in particular. The second class will focas
our gifts for ministry and opportunities for semic

2 0 %3,

The next opportunity for those interested in jogni
the congregation will be held on

Pentecost Sunday, May".10ur youth confirma-
tion class will be joining the following Sunday on
May 18". If you are interested, please contact th
pastor Jim Lewis

4 1
$ % 5

Each of the next sircuit Riderswill have a
description of one of our endowment funds. We
will begin with the original fund named the Curreft
Fund Endowment. It had its origin as a substantfal
gift from a member couple a number of years agp.
They lived to see it help the ministries of their
church because a portion of its earnings support
the current budget each year, and the endowme
continues to grow each year as a portion of ita-e
ings is retained. For 2007, the amount transfelwe
the church was $2,350.

It has and continues to be a source of funds
when the church needs to borrow money. The fu
are invested in short-term assets of the highesit
ity so the funds are available on short notice, as
emergency loans might be needed. The latest bay-
rowing was to replace our aging copy and duplicit-
ing machines, repayment will come from the ann
distributions the Trustees receive from the Buigdi
Fund Endowment.

The balance in this endowment at year-end
nearly $115,000.

= ~+

ds

0

Applications to have your house painted are
by April 15 for low-income seniors or persons re
ceiving Social Security disability income. Forms
are in the church office.
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Hi folks,
Just want to invite you to our annual Eadipf
ner celebration. We are planning a complete turkey
and ham dinner, Easter egg hunt, horseback riding,
live music. This is truly a festive event for thent-
munity. Please get the word out so that people can
take advantage of it.
From 2-4 pm it will be held at the Netal
Guard Armory in Puyallup behind Kalles Junior
High School (there are dinners at that location 3
nights a week during the year). Please announce
this to your congregations, friends, relatives, etc
Please contact me if you have further questions at
253-538-1310.
Sincerely,
Ted D. Brackman

L #

One of the best ministries in the United States tha
was begun by the United Methodist Women almost
100 years ago is the Tacoma Community House. It
will be holding its Annual Spring Luncheon on Fri-
day, April 4, at the Murano Hotel (formerly the
Sheraton) in Tacoma. It will begin at 11:30 and end
by 1:00 and the cost is $ 25. Please contact Jim
Lewis or TCT (383-3951) if you have questions or
want to attend by at least March28

1. 3 !

Have you ever wondered why the Pacific NW
has the most MS cases? Or why it effects women
more then men? | know | have wondered! This
April 12th is the Tacoma MS Walk at Point Defi-

Friday, August 1 to Monday, August 4
A sunny weekend camping by cool blue Alder
Lake.
Contact Randy or Susan Alexander at 253-
84809067 to reserve your campsite.
The fee per site for 3 days & 2 nights is $55. More
than one vehicle is $10 more.

$ "1

Good nutrition and a balanced diet help kids
grow up healthy. Whether you have a toddler or a
teen, here are 5 of the best strategies to impmave
trition and encourage smart eating habits:
1. Have regular family meals. Children like the-pre
dictability of family meals and parents get a chaanc
to catch up with their kids.
2. Stock up on healthy foods. Keep healthy snacks
on hand, serve lean meats and whole grain prod-
ucts, limit fat intake, limit fast food snacks asub-
ary drinks.
3. Be a role model of healthy eating. Don't over-
indulge, limit proportions, and keep a positive-att
tude toward food.
4. Don't battle over food. Have a predictable sehed
ule of meals and snacks, don't force kids to clean
their plates, don't bribe or reward with food, don’
use food as a way of showing love.
5. Get kids involved in meal planning, shopping
and food preparation.

See the Health Ministries bulletin board for
more information from www.familydoctor.org
website where this information was taken.

ance in Tacoma. Kim Hunke has a team this year in check in at the Youth Booth during fellowship on

honor of her mom, Pam Hunke. The team name is
Team Pammy! If you would like to join the walk or
would like to donate please email Kim at Kimberli-
yah@comcast.net.

Sundays for the basic schedule and applications.
Lazy F will hostGrand Camp, July 7—10
(Monday through Thursday) for Grades K-6 and
adults.

1 3 ! n

Celebrate the gifts and contributiohslative Americans to the ministry of the United tedist

7

Church. The United Methodist Church has 22,665Watimerican lay members, 190 Native American
clergy and 139 Native American churches. For ceggudative Americans have shared their love for'&od
Earth, their appreciation of all people and theisice to live peacefully. We honor that rich legacy
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1. Easter is always the 1st Sunday after the 1st
Full moon after the Spring Equinox (which is
March 20).

! "4

Spirituality of Money Workshop
Saturday, April 19, 9:45 am—4 pm
Does your money support you in a life you value,

2. This dating of Easter is based on the lunar cal- or does money seem to dictate the terms of your
endar that Hebrew people used to identify Pass- life? Register by April 11, Cost is $50 + $10 for

over, which is why it moves around on our Ro-

man calendar (based on the sun).

handouts. Bring a sack lunch. To register, call S
Placid Priory Spirituality Center at (360) 438-259

3. Based on the above, Easter can actually be one or email Spiritualityctr@stplacid.org.

day earlier (March 22) but that is pretty rare.
4. This year is the earliest Easter any of us will

ever see it in our life times! And only the most

elderly of our population have ever seen it this

early (95 years old or above!). None of us have

ever, or will ever, see it a day earlier!
5. The next time Easter will be this early (March

23) will be the year 2228 (220 years from now).

The last time it was this early was 1913.

6. The next time it will be a day earlier, March 22,

will be in the year 2285 (277 years from now).

The last time it was on March 22 was 1818. So,

no one alive today has or will ever see it any
earlier than this year!

"0 3

11 reasons why couples need to play.

When: Saturday, April 26-27, 9:30 am to
Sunday, 12:30 pm

Where: Sahale Center, Belfair

Cost: $195 per couple (incl. Room & meals)

Presented by: PUMC & Rev. Dr. Keith Hackett,

Pastor, Therapist and Author

Register at 253-845-0547 or umcpuy@qgwest.net.

# 1

March 23, Easter
Acts 10: 34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Colossians 3:1-4
John 10:1-18
Matthew 28:1-10

March 30
Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Psalm 16
1 Peter 1:3-9
John 20:19-31

Healing Touch for Seriously IIl/End of Life Care
April 19, 9:15 am—3 pm

Caregivers will learn a variety of Healing Touch
techniques from Kim Carter that help reduce pai
and anxiety in those who are seriously ill. Regist
by April 11 with $50 fee. Bring a sack lunch. We
comfortable clothes.

Register with St Placid Priory as stated above.

John Nilsen a recording artist will toed-
ing piano concerts in our area over the weekend
May 2-4. He is the son of a retired Methodist min
ister from Oregon and will be up for a rehearsal
a later performance at Benaroya Hall. He mixes
original compositions of folk/classical/jazz origin
with traditional hymn arrangements for a free will
offering. Some of the times and church locations
include the following: Friday May" at 8:00 PM
at Foothills and May'3at 4:00 PM in Orting.

! 2 0 4
3":7 ;<

Organized by PNW Conference United
Methodist Women to rest, rejuvenate, and rejoic
Enjoy Bible study with spiritual leaders, exciting,
uplifting music and many just-for-fun workshops
choose from. The retreat is in Yakima at the Red
Lion. Register by April 1 with Madelyn Bafus,
(509) 922-2027. Ask for a registration form in the
church office.

1 8 -

If you desire to have your share of the
STIMULUS MONEY which will be sent to taxpay
ers in May through August you must file a tax re-
turn for 2007. Even if you are nggquired to file.
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Puyallup United Methodist Church
Vision Statement

A Christian faith community
that experiences and shares
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God’s love.
# #5% #
9
2020 107?12
@ <.A ?B<5 <B!
C @ <.A?B<5B
5 D%$ *

0 +

>7

>
'3
+ ##

Page 10

PERIODICALS
Postage Paid
Puyallup, WA 98371-521
(USPS) 113-600
Postmaster:

Send address correction {
PUMC
1919 West Pioneer
Puyallup, WA 98371




