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Wisdom is one of the most im-
AWORD portant concepts for an understand-
FROM THE ing of what the New Testament says
PASTOR about Jesus. It is central for two rea-
»~— — sons. On the one hand Jesus was a
teacher of wisdom —sage On the
other hand, he is presented as_the embodiofent
divine wisdom. The following is a brief summary
from Meeting Jesus Again for the First Tirog
Marcus J. Borg will primarily focus on Jesus as
teacher of wisdom.
Basically, wisdom concerns how to live. It
speaks of how to live one’s life in accordance with

reality. Teachers of wisdom speak of commending

and swallow a camel” are two short, provocative
sayings that mean more than what they say. To
how they worked as oral forms of speech, we m
imagine them being said one at a time. For the 1

part, that is not how they or parables are presente

in the gospels, where they are often presented i

see
st
nost

L

collections. These may have been said many tinpes,

for no oral teacher uses a great one-liner or stor
only once. One can imagine that that in the cour
of telling the story a number of times, these stor
would be told in differing ways and expanded to
varying lengths or revised depending upon who
in the audience.

Jesus often used the language of paradox a

the wise way and warning of the consequences of reversal to shatter the conventional wisdom of h
time. Impossible combinations abound in his teach-

wisdom and two types of sages. The most commoning. What kind of world is it in which a Samari-

following the foolish way. There are two types of

type of wisdom is conventional wisdom by such

tan—a heretic and impure person—can be “goo

sages. This is the mainstream wisdom of a culture, indeed be the hero of a story. So also Jesus fre-
“what everybody knows,” a culture’s understanding quently spoke of the Kingdom of God in the lan-
about what is real and how to live. The second typeguage of impossible or unexpected combination
is a subversive and alternative wisdom. This wis- Jesus directly attacked the central values ofdus
dom questions and undermines conventional wis- cial world’s conventional wisdom: family, wealth
dom and speaks of another way, another path. Its honor, purity, and religiosity. It is against thess-

teachers are subversive sages and they include somes that some of his most radical sayings were dli-

of the most famous figures of religious historyeTh rected. No wonder those who were secure in thg
wisdom of subversive sages is the wisdom of “the world of conventional wisdom found little worth-

road less traveled.” Jesus spoke of “the narrow
way” which led to life.
The forms of speech most frequently used by

while in his message, and much that was nonse
cal, offensive and even threatening.
In many of his parables and aphorisms, Jesy

Jesus as an oral teacher were aphorisms and par- invited his hearers to see God not as the judge,

ables. Aphorisms are short memorable sayings,

as the one who has requirements that must be n

great “one-liners.” Parables are short stories with but as gracious and compassionate. So Jesus’ |
specific focus. Together these two are the bedrock ables and sayings represented a systematic sul
of the Jesus tradition. They put us most direetly i  sion of the world of conventional wisdom. The n
touch with the voice of the pre-Easter Jesus. The tion that our life on earth is primarily about magt
most certain thing we know about Jesus is that he God’s requirements so that we may have a bles
was a storyteller and speaker of great one-liners. next life was foreign to Jesus. While he probably
The aphorisms and parables of Jesus funittion “believed in an after life,” | think his messageswvg
a particular way: they are invitational forms of not about how to get there.
speech. Jesus used them to invite his hearergto se ~ What then is the way that leads to life? hae
something they might not otherwise see. As evoca-row way, the way less traveled, is the alternative
tive forms of speech, they tease the imaginatitm in wisdom of Jesus. It has two closely related dimg
activity, suggest more than they say, and invite a  sions. First, it is an invitation to see God asgras
transformation in perception. There are more than gather than as the source and enforcer of the neq
hundred aphorisms which are arresting crystalliza- ments, boundaries and divisions. Second, it i:a
tions of insight that invite further insight. “Yazan-  Vvitation to a path that leads to a life that is enand
not serve two masters,” or “You strain out a gnat
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Heartfelt thanks to the many church frienatseix-
pressions of sympathy, cards and prayers.

Sincere thanks to the Prayer Shawl Ministry. M
prayer shawl is a beautiful reminder of God’s |lawel
care in times of sadness and grief. Thanks folahe
and prayers and comfort brought to me.

Thank you so much for the prayer shawl. # is

great comfort while | heal and get back on my feet]

Thank you for your generous support to ustan(
CEDAR Bible translation project. Because of your
support, we are able to publish the gospel of Miaik]
summer. Hurray!
Blessings,

|

Thanks for allowing Helping Hand House to us
Wesley Hall and the kitchen for our event. We rea
appreciate your generosity.

"# Volunteer Coordinator

On February 10 we received five new membefs
to Puyallup UMC. A warm welcome to Elizabeth
Allen, Robert Brown, Kathy Skipper, Heather Spalles
y and Stephen Spates.

Recently | have become aware that | do ne¢h
the energy to maintain my own personal and prof@s-
sional standards for ministry. All of my ministry |
have worked many hours a week and often foundjit
to not only be fun and extremely rewarding, buba
stressful. My hearing and memory are both becorp-
ing more problematic for me. | do not make time fpr
the exercise that would help me do a better job 0
managing my diabetic condition.

Therefore, late last week | officially noad
Bishop Paup and our District Superintendent, Sharon
Moe that as of June 30, | am retiring from full &m
pastoral ministry.

Rusty and | will miss the many wonderful, fun
celebrations and our personal relationships with
While we will remain living in Puyallup, the pasab
e leadership will be the responsibility of Pastorridyi

and another senior pastor on July 1. Our prayeds fn
best wishes will be for the ongoing life of Puyallu

—_

UMC.

(continued from page 2)

more centered in God. The alternative wisdom of
sus sees the religious life as a deepening rekdtipn
with the Spirit of God, not as a life of requiren®n
and reward. Jesus used imagery of the heart tds
of the need for an internal transformation. Thadrag
formation from secondhand religion to firsthand re
ligion, from living in accord with what one has nég
to life centered in the Spirit, is central to tHema-
tive wisdom and the most powerful expression of
transformation. The gospel of Jesus, the good ne
of Jesus’ own message, is to move from a life of
measuring up and requirements to a life of relatio|
ship with God. It leads from a life of anxiety tdife
of peace and trust. It leads from life centereduh
ture to life centered in God.

Leonard Lake in Good Samaritan

- Jim Barner is recovering at home in
Yuma, AZ

. Megan Ernst’'s mother is trying a new chemotherap
regimen

Lucille Davies, whose mother has died

Judy Ferguson is mending a broken hip at home

Jim Roberts, Erma Burgess’ son in law is hospitaliz
4 Tressie Lowe—serious health concerns

Mabel Heil, staying in Young at Heart

All those serving in the armed forces, especially o
own:

Steve Sequiera, Kelley Kindig, Jason Brown, Joe
McCord, Louis Dean Wylie
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! 2= "5 On Easter, March 23rd, you a. -
L , , . “S\..ni  invited to bring flowers, either store
If you don't like attending meetings or being bought or from your yard, to decorate the

front of groups of people, this job is for you! You
only serve two months out of the year, every six
months, the first & third Sundays. Training is dvai
able. Please consider this valuable service to your
Church! Contact Sherry Broussard_@ pastkin@-
comcast.nebr 535-6380.

" # $ 1% %

March 30 join us in singing PUMC's favorite
songs and hear the stories of faith behind some of
them.

&

Tired of rain and cold grey skies? Think

of a sunny August weekend camping by a
cool blue lake.

We will again be gathering at Alder Lake

Park, about 10 miles outside of Eatonville. The

dates are from August 1 to 4.

The fee for a campsite for the full weekend

(3 days & 2 nights) is $55.00

Check-in time Friday afternoon is 2:30 pm

Check-out time Sunday afternoon is 1 pm

One vehicle is included in the camping fee.

Additional vehicles cost $10.00 each

Up to 8 people are allowed per campsite

The park allows one ROR 2 tents per site

Alder Lake has a swimming area with boat

launch. Fishing and water skiing are allowed. There

are hiking trails, and open areas for volleybadigb

minton, soccer, or football. Pets are welcome.

There are plumbed restrooms with flush toilets and

coin-operated hot showers, and several sites are

wheelchair/walker accessible.

If you have any questions, you can contact

Randy or Susan Alexander by phone at (253) 848-

9067 or by E-mail at susanale@msn.com

" (

Come Join Us!

April 2nd at 7 pm

Program: Atlantic Street Center—A Methodist
sponsored organization whose mission is to help
families and communities raise healthy, self-
sufficient children.

Speaker: Bartholda Manderville—on the board of
Atlantic Street Center for 5 years.

A Free Will offering will be taken.

)

Easter Cross on the lawn. Help is needed
to put up the cross on or around March 9th and to
dismantle the cross March 30th. To help, please
contact Kylie Engelking at (253) 770-8087.

*+% %
&% , % " !

We're planning our nexBeginnings
Class to start the week of April 6th. W beginnings
are seeking a number of people to get
involved with this important ministry.

The first session of tigeginningsclass is
about to complete. Participants have been having a
great time, meeting each week for a time of dinner,
discussion and spiritual discovery—all with no
homework!

We are seeking soup makers, small group lead-
ers, registration workers, phone callers and taeili
tors to help deliver this new program that is
quickly becoming an integral part of the life ofrou
congregation. If this sounds like something you'd
like to be involved with, please contact Monte
Windsor or Pastor Shirley or stop by the Adult
Council table during fellowship time.

TheBeginningclass is a great place for people
who want to take the next step in deepening their
faith in an atmosphere that does not expect prior
knowledge of the Bible. Each week, we explore a
new topic from the Bible related to Faith and ex-
plore how that impacts our lives. If this is a
class you'd like to participate in, watch for tti&-o
cial announcement coming soon or stop by the
Adult Council table during fellowship time.

& ! - #

Have you found a way to experience God,

Jesus and the Holy Spirit through your creativity?
Do you find fulfillment by writing about the ways
that others have touched your life? Would you like
to share your stories with other writeS@r Spir-
ited Pends a writing group that meets the fourth
Sunday of every month from 3-4:30 pm at Ruth
Tervol's home. We would love to see you there and
walk together in faith through our words.

Contact Karrie Zylstra-Myton at 253-848-8863
for more information.

Page 4
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Food Bank Sunday
9 & 10:30 am

Worship Svcs.
and

Encountering

Jesus Classes

12:00 pm
Whitney Ad
Council
Cottage

12:00 pm
Youth Group
setting up
Rummage Sale
1:30 pm
Ministry Audit
Conference R

6:30 pm
Encountering
Jesus
Fireside Room

9 & 10:30 am
Worship Svcs.
and
Encountering
Jesus Classes

6:30 pm
Encountering
Jesus
Fireside Room

No Youth
Group

Rummage Sale Set-Up all week
L.b1253ocpm 9:00 am 10:00am | 10:00 am
C:)r:g?/enggqll?n 11:00 am Lectionary Encountering | Encountering
Yoga Cottage Jesus Jesus
6:15 pm Fireside Room @ Davis’ @ Sherry
Beginnings 9:30 am Matthews'’
Fireside Room Encountering 11:00 am
. Jesus Yoga
6:45 pm L
Holy Comm. Room 3 Fireside Room
Sanctuary
6:.45 bm 7:00 pm 6:00 pm 6:00 pm
Childcare p .
Room 3 Outreach Com!| Music Team Handbells
Cottage Sanctuary Room 5
7:00 pm
Disciple | 7:00 pm 7:00 pm 7:00 pm
Room 10 | Finance Com SPR Encountering
7:00 pm Jim’s Office Cottage Jesus
Disciple II _ _ @ DelLarmes’
Conference Rn /00 pm 7:00 pm
200 Men’s Bible | Encountering 7:30 pm
00 pm Study ~ Jesus Chancel Choir
Disciple V Room3 | Fireside Room  Sanctuary
Room 7
# $
12:00 pm 10:00 am 9:00 am 11:00 am
Sixty Plus Quilters Lectionary Yoga Good Friday
Fireside Room Conference Rn Conference Rn Fireside Room  Office is
6:00 pm : Closed
Beginnings 11900 am 9:30 am 1:30 pm
o9 oga , . :
Fireside Room Fireside Room Let's Talk Parkinson’s
6:45 pm Room 3 Support
Hgl;/n%:)rg:n. 6:30 pm Fireside Room
i uary Trustees ) .
6:45 pm 6:00 pm 6:00 pm .
) Room 7 ) 7:00 pm
Childcare Music Team Potluck Book Club
Room 3 7:00 pm Sanctuary Supper Cottage
7:00 pm Adult Council Wesley Hall
Diéciple | Conference Rn 7:00 pm
7:00 pm Church 7:00 pm
Room 10 . , .
. Children’s Council Maundy
7:00 pm Council Fireside Room  Thursday
Conference RN 7:00 pm Requiem
7:00 pm Men’s Bible Sanctuary
Disciple V Study
Room 3

Room 7

10:00 am
Encountering
Jesus
Cottage

8:30—Noon
Church Work
Party




May 18
June 1

Confirmation Sunday:30 pmworship
Graduation Breakfast--CHANGED
June 17-20 Annual Conference Pages

July 14-18 Vacation Bible School Beach Party

Oct. 4 U2 Eucharist

2&
'6 7/ $867/9 "# %
"% $ &) "< !
(" #
= " $ % >67/ % $
89 # 3! #?
* gro@ " 67/ ( 89, (
" " H % $

Can You Hear Me Now?
CONVO 2008
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In a talk that the Rev. Dr. Zan Holmes hdld a You probably have noticed by now that there
our church, he joked about how in his church he more to the CEDAR Literacy Project than providi
used to do a Bible check. He'd ask each of his pa- funds to print scriptures for a group of people wh
rishioners to hold up their Bible at the start &f h up to now, have had no written language. There
sermon each week. He did this to encourage people also a need for a computer and related equipme
to bring their Bibles to church and follow alongthvi  These are badly needed so that the translatidmeo

the readings. New Testament can move forward.

While | can't see Pastor Jim doing a Bibleath A computer is needed so that the woman wh
anytime soon, it does cause me to wonder if people does the major computer entry can work from he
might need to update their Bibles. Many people own home. Currently, she is using someone else

have a King James Version which has served many computer. He lives in another village so she has
generations well. However, the more modern trans- rent a place there, one and a half hours’ walk fro
lations more accurately reflect the original langgia  her elderly parents who need her help. Plus, ab
and are easier to understand. This might be a good to work at a man’s house for hours at a time, whi
time to get a new Bible that is easier to read. is a very socially sensitive situation. She needset
Pastor Shirley, along with our friends at Eek able to work from home. (For more information
bury, have gathered us a great variety of Bibles fo  about this woman as well as how the translation
you to review. There are several translations and  ject works, see the flyer insert in the bulletin fo

many different formats. There are Bibles for all March 2.)
ages, children, teens, and adults and there'se wid A portable printer is needed so that when the
variety of packaging and prices. translation team gets together (they all live iffied

The Adult Council will have a table duringdao ent places) they can print out their work instebd
pitality time after both services. Stop by and ¢hec  everyone peering at one computer screen. Print

out our great variety. require ink cartridges and a couple of externaledy
will allow them to meet together with only one co
puter.
I /] 0 These are things we might take for granted,

. ) . given our ability to go out and buy what we need.

is on the move. Easter Sunday will bring the last jjttje technology available, you learn to be gratef

worship services in their current building. You are o what you have and learn to do without.

invited to an Open House March 8 for a tour of the We can make a difference! With this equipm

entire building and visit with long-time members. the work can go much more easily and much fas

Or come March 15 for the “On the Move” Sale. At a cost of $1,750 we can do this!

Pews and pianos, furniture and shelving, hymnals, $% &

decorations, and candle holders.

Starting March 30 worship services begin at | 2

10:00 am in the Seattle Children’s Theater at e S : “ _ _

attle Center, just one block from their future athur We are emphasizing environmental issue

home. with a book study and discussion for mid-April to

compliment Earth Day and Arbor Day. The book

0% are considering idpollo’s Fire: Igniting America’s

When: April 26—27, Sat., 9:30 am to Sun., 12:30 ~ Clean Energy Econontyy Congressman Jay Inslep.

Where: Sahale Center, Belfair, WA We hope you will join us as we look for infor

By: PUMC & Rev. Dr. Keith Hackett, Pastor, mation and inspiration! Details to follow.

Therapist, Author, and husband.
Fee: $195 per couple
Register at 253-845-0547 or umcpuy@qwest.net

Page 7
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UMC Social Principles --- 160.1 The Natural World ---
Opening paragraph

“All creation is the Lord’s, and we are responsible
for the ways in which we use and abuse it. Water,
air, soil, minerals, energy resources, plants, animal
life, and space are to be valued and conserved be-
cause they are God'’s creation and not solely be-
cause they are useful to human beings. . .”

nity, and that artisans and producers take steps
preserve the environment. .... The Fair Trade e
omy is based on justice, dignity, empowerment,
transparency, and respect for people and the
planet.”

Fair Trade and Equal Exchange focus on a
number of products such as coffee, chocolate, t
sugar, fresh fruit, jewelry, home furnishings, art,
rice, spices, wine and the list goes on.

How can we support Fair Trade?

Look for the labels. If one of these labels is oh

This month | am going to deviate a littlerfro
the format from the last few issues. This willthe
last issue focusing on the environment as the $ocia
Justice committee will be focusing on Health issues
during the 2 quarter of the year.

To this point, we have been focusing on what
can be done in our own homes to improve the envi-
ronment in our communities. This month we are
going to look at things we can do that will have a
more global effect. If you haven't had the chance
to check out the 20 minute videbhe Story of Styff
at www.storyofstuff.orgdo so. Or, it can be
checked out from the Social Justice video lending
library. It shows the underside of our production
and consumption patterns and the huge number of
environmental and social issues it creates.

We, as consumers, have the obligation to know
where our products come from and what the social
and health impacts our buying habits have on not
only ourselves but those who are involved in the
product’s production.

Toward this end, you may have heard a little
about two programs that have similar goals. They
are the Fair Trade and Equal Exchange programs.
What is Fair Trade? According to Co-op America,
“The Fair Trade system ensures that people along
every step of the supply chain receive fair wages,
that workers and communities are treated with dig-

the packaging then the product has been certifig
by one of the two organizations.

Support businesses that carry Fair Trade
items. Here are a few local store$ea and Coffee
Grounds for Change, Poulsbo, www.groundsfor
change.com Crafts Ends of the Earth, Tacoma,
www.endsoftheearth.bizTraditions Café and

com Marigold Fair Trade, Olympia, www.
marigoldfairtradeclothingom A number of super
markets carry coffee by large-scale roasters:
Tully’s, Starbucks, Seattle’s Best, Millstone, and
Peet’s, each of which has some Fair Trade varig

Your Social Justice Committee is making av|
able to you a bookleGuide to Fair Trade This
will answer many questions and provide many
more sources for Fair Trade goods. Look for it i
the narthex.

For those of you who missed the movieirst,

in the church office. Also, check out the Social
Justice section of PUMC's web site.
Shalom,

PUMC Social Justice Committee

World Folk Art, Olympia, www.traditionsfairtradg.

you can check it out from our video lending library

LON-
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Last year the Hope For the Children of Africa irded to send one

cargo container to the DRC. Because of the genatonations from our PNW Conference we sent two and

we still had some left over! Mike and Terrie Holitzve kindly committed to coordinating the shippaig
another container this Spring. We have urgent neled3onations - the cost of shipping a contaisaraarly
$20,000. (If each church could send $50, we'd Imawst of what we need.) 2. Volunteers to help witt-s
ing, packing, loading. 3. A staging location.

Please help us spread the word to your clestdBontact Terrie & Mike Hobbs at miketerriehobbs@
gmail.comto volunteer.

Soon we will have complete information postedthe website: www.hopeforthechildrenofafrica.com
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Until a few, weeks ago when we studied it in
Pastor Holmes’ book, many of us were unaware of
what a lectionary was or what it meant. Now we've
learned that the lectionary outlines the bible gsrs
that are read each week in worship (with an occa-
sional departure). Often the pastor's message is
drawn from or inspired by the passages from the
lectionary.

The lectionary describes a three-year cycle
where during each week of the church year four
specific passages are read (Old Testament, Psalm,
New Testament & Gospel). We are in the first year
of the cycle now, or year A.

TheEncountering Jesusook encourages us to

be aware of the Bible passages for the upcoming
week. To help us with that, next week's passage
are printed in the bulletin and the Circuit Ridéare
found it helps me prepare for service by readirgg th
passages before Sunday morning.

The Adult Council has purchased a quantity @f
books calledKeeping Holy TimeThese books pro-
vide a brief commentary on each of the readingsfin
the lectionary. There is a volume for each of the
three lectionary years.

Beginning March 9, the Adult Council will ha
a table available in Wesley Hall after each servi
where you'll be able to purchase a copy of thip-hel
ful resource or just ask your questions aboutele
tionary.

6

March 16, 2008
Sixth Sunday in Lent (Passion/Palm Sunday)
Liturgy of the Palms

Matthew 21:1-11

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29

Liturgy of the Passion

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Psalm 31:9-16

Philippians 2:5-11

Matthew 26:14-27:66

or Matthew 27:11-54

March 17, 2008
Monday of Holy Week
Isaiah 42:1-9

Psalm 36:5-11
Hebrews 9:11-15
John 12:1-11

March 18, 2008
Tuesday of Holy Week
Isaiah 49:1-7

Psalm 71:1-14

1 Corinthians 1:18-31
John 12:20-36

March 19, 2008
Wednesday of Holy Week
Isaiah 50:4-9a Psalm 70
Hebrews 12:1-3

John 13:21-32

March 20, 2008

Holy Thursday

Exodus 12:1-4 (5-10) 11-14
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19

1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-17, 31b-35

March 21, 2008
Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Psalm 22
Hebrews 10:16-25
John 18:1-19:42

March 22, 2008

Holy Saturday/Easter Vigil

Old Testament Readings and Psalms/Canticles
Genesis 1:1-2:4a

Psalm 136:1-9, 23-26 or Psalm 33
Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13
Psalm 46

Genesis 22:1-18

Psalm 16

Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21
Exodus 15:1b -13, 17-18

Isaiah 55:1-11

Isaiah 12:2-6

Ezekiel 36:24-28

Psalm 42

Ezekiel 37:1-14

Psalm 143

Second Reading and Psalm
Romans 6:3-11

Psalm 114

Gospel Reading

Matthew 28:1-10

March 23, 2008
Easter

Acts 10:34-43

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Colossians 3:1-4
John 20:1-18

or Matthew 28:1-10




Family Movie Night
Fireside Room
Free Admission

blanket, wear pj’s.
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Puyallup United Methodist Church
Vision Statement

A Christian faith community
that experiences and shares
God'’s love.

©):

)

/

& 6 A9l
6!

&!"

#)  #.0 %(
) 6>$%? '&5(
< @6 >$ %? ' &'2$5

%
&()

4+

* 4+

4)

Page 10

PERIODICALS
Postage Paid
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