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AWORD
FROM THE
PASTOR Lent is a time of looking at Jesus
-+ Wwhile he ministered to those he en-
countered in his life.

Lent is also centered in the encounters and r
actions of his followers/disciples who were close t
him during his active ministry up to his death.
Thus, it is appropriate that our focus as a coragreg
tion is our own encounter with Jesus through our
reflections on the thoughts of Dr. Zan Holmes.

During the next several articles | want td &al
our thinking about who Jesus was by using some
additional material by Marcus J. Borg from his
book Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time: The
Historical Jesus & the Heart of Contemporary
Faith Hopefully this will add to our thinking and
understanding of who Jesus was and how we con-

Spirit was an experiential reality. Spirit pers@ms
people who have vivid and frequent subjective ex-
periences of another level or dimension of reality.
These experiences involve momentary entry into
non-ordinary states of consciousness and take a
number of different forms. They may include a
vivid sense of seeing into another layer of reality
or an experience of journeying into another dimen-
sion, or a strong sense of another reality coming
upon one — such as in the ancient expression “The
Spirit fell upon me.” What all persons who have
these experiences share is a strong sense of there
being more to reality than the tangible world of ou
ordinary experience. Their experiences involve not
simply a feeling of ecstasy, but a knowing or re-
ceiving special knowledge. From these experiences
the world designated these people as “the sacred.”
Besides having an experiential reality that is
unique, they also become mediators of the sacred.
Sometimes they speak the word or will of God, or

tinue to grow through encountering Jesus ourselves mediate the power of God in the form of healings.

in our daily lives. In this book, Marcus Borg looks

A person who mediates the sacred is one who be-

at four ways of understanding who Jesus was in the comes a funnel or conduit for the power or wisdom

pre-Easter time period: Firgs a spirit person —
one who had an experiential awareness of the real-
ity of God; _Secongdas a teacher of wisdom who
used the classic forms of wisdom speech such as
parables to teach a subversive or alternative wis-
dom than that of his own culture and religious tra-
dition; Third, as a social prophet, similar to the
classical prophets of ancient Israel who criticized
the economic, political and religious elite of his
time with a different social vision; and Fourts a
movement founder who brought a renewal to the
Jews that also challenged and shattered the social
boundaries of his day which eventually evolved
into the early Christian church.

In this article, | will look briefly at tharkt of
these which is foundational to everything else Sesu
was. The most crucial fact about Jesus was that he
was a “spirit person,” a “mediator of the sacred,”
one of those persons in human history to whom the

of God to enter into this world. The experience of
spirit persons presupposes an understanding of re-
ality very different from our modern Western

world. We see reality in material terms while the
experience of spirit persons suggests that there is
more to reality than what we see. This is not
“somewhere else,” rather it is all around us and we
are in it. Jesus had such visions at his baptisin an
during his wilderness ordeal, he used spirituatpra
tices of fasting and prayer, and he addressed God i
an unusual and intimate way. Jesus also spoke with
authority and others around him sensed this special
nature that was contagious. The understanding of
Jesus as a “spirit person” has significant implica-
tions for the church today and impacts our under-
standing of the Christian life.
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Vacation Bible School is coming sooner than
you think — and this year our kids will be “Ridin’
the wave of God’s Love” as they work on their & ' ! (
“Beach Be-Attitudes”.

It's not too early to think about how you dam
involved in this year’s VBS program. The theme
and dates have already been decided and this year’gg
program looks like it has the potential to be ofie o
the best! With a completely re-designed leadership
structure, responsibility for the various aspeéts o
the program will be spread amongst several focused
‘co-chairs’ rather than having the bulk of the bemd

| wanted to take a moment to say thank-you for 4l
the prayers you have been sending my way the
ast several months. Most of you probably knowfl
ave been suffering from some type of liver dis-
ease. | have had my liver biopsy and anxiously
await some sort of treatment plan. | am hopeful tha
| will have some concrete answers the first of
March.

fall to just one or two persons. This is the bigrv God Bless,
of the summer and a FUN and REWARDING ex- o
perience for our children. ) L* '

Leadership co-chair positions include: What would we do without you. Your prayer
Event Coordinator, Decorations, cards and phone calls of sympathy meant so mugh
Supplies, Publicity, Staffing, to us. Thank you,

Registration, Snacks, Music and

three workshops (art/crafts, science,

storytelling etc.). +$ ' H#

Watch for more details coming soon! Contact To write to the family of Mary Knaack, send
Samantha Karpenko to become part of the team andyour cards and cares to Candy Christensen, 57
part of the fun! (253) 841-2183. 78th Ave. Ct. W, University Place, WA 98467.

Dates: July 14 — 18, 2008 9 am - noon
% ##

! # Membership secretary to track attendance argd
Our Puyallup emergency housing program is in type in record books.
desperate need of twin beds (mattresses, box
springs, and bed rails) for their shelter unitslp-le
ing Hand House provides transitional housing,
homeless prevention and support services to hom
less families. Allie Johnson at St. Claire

Jim Barner hospitalized in Yuma
AZ

The families of Don Sperline and Mary Knaack, thal
I'$ % they be comforted

March 7 at 7:00 pm in the Mabel Heil in Young at Heart
Fireside Room.

Gary Hartloff recovering at home from a broken hip

Bring your favorite treats
and drinks, an adult to stay
with you, and a favorite pil-
low, blanket or chair if you
like.

Tressie Lowe who has health concerns

Those serving in the armed forces:
Steve Sequiera, Kelley Kindig, Jason Brown, Joe
McCord, Louis Dean Wylie
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2007 was a very good year for the Church Li-
brary. Many books were borrowed, and most have
been returned. However, a few books checked out
in 2007 are still missing from the collection.

If you have any of those books, now is the time to
return them. When you return them you will not
only save the cost of postage to send you an over-
due reminder but you can use the opportunity to
check out additional books from the collection.
Look for new books at the "Check Us Out" table
during Fellowship Hour the 3rd Sunday each
month.

The Social Justice Committee will be continu-
ing its emphasis on environmental issues with a
book study and discussion for mid-April to compli-
ment community Earth Day and Arbor Day activi-
ties.

The book we’re consideringAgollo’s Fire:
Igniting America’s Clean Energy Econoriny
Washington Representative to Congress Jay Inslee.
He does not minimize the seriousness of the situa-
tion, but contrary to the “it's too late—we’re
doomed” school of thought, he feels that America
can find new sources of clean energy just as our e
perts put a man on the moon when challenged,
which inspired the name of his book. He particu-
larly emphasized the influence that faith-based
groups can have in encouraging hope and the will
to find better ways to live, diminishing our carbon
footprints.

We hope you will join us as we look for irfor
mation and inspiration~ Details to follow.

I &

Join us March 30th for worship as \
sing some of PUMC'’s favorite
songs. You will be moved and
inspired by the testimonies of
the composers.

Rummage Drop Off & Pre-

Sale Work Days

Sunday, March 9, noon-3 pm

Monday-Thursday,

March 12-15, 9 am-8 pm

Friday, March 16, 9 am-noon
IO n

Sign up in Wesley Hall to have

something picked up, or call the church office 845-

0547.

Appliances & TV’s accepted on contingency

(no sale, you get it back).

! % ##
Sort & Price, Pickup, Sale Worker
Sign up in Wesley Hall or
Call the church office 845-0547.
Pre-shopping permitted only to weekday sale
preparation workers.
The Rummage Sale benefits the poor in our com-
munity, people looking for a cheap place to win-
dow shop, treasure hunters, people with too mu
stuff, and youth missions.

ch

'l

As Easter approaches it is time to beautifiy o
Church again as we celebrate the
Resurrection of our Savior. On
March 2 & 9 donations will be

taken in Wesley Hall following

both services. The money col-
lected will be used to order the
beautiful Spring blossoms that will
decorate our Narthex & Sanctualy.
You are welcome to fill out the forms in the bulle
tins on those Sundays to memorialize or honor

friends & loved ones. Please bring your forms &
$11.00 for each one to Wesley Hall & look for thie
"Flower Table."
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9:00 & 10:30 an 11:00 am 9:00 am 10:00 am 10:00 am 10:00 am
Worship 6:15 pm Yoga Lectionary Encountering | Encountering | Encountering
Services Beginnings | Fireside Room Conference Jesus Jesusat Sherry Jesus

Guest preacher Fireside Room 6:30 Rm. At Davis’ Matthews’ | Conference Rn

Lynn Magnusor Pl : P pT. 9:30 am 11:00 am

6:45 pm V?gslga?_':ﬁ Encountering Yoga Mystery Play
9 & 10:30 am Holy y Jesus Fireside Room set up
Encountering | Communion 7:00 pm Room 3 6:00 pm Wesley Hall
Jesus Sanctuary | Inviting Team 12:30 pm Play Practice
6:45 pm Conference Rn  Epworth Wesley Hall Dress
_ Childcare 7:00 pm _ chle 6:00 pm Rehearsal
6:00 pm - ; Fireside Room Handbells
Room 3 Children’s
Gospel Quartet Council 6:00 pm Room 5
Sanctuary 7:00 pm » 7:00 pm 6:00 pm
o Room 10 Music Team ; .
) Disciple | Social Justice Mystery
6:30 pm R 10 7:00 Sanctuary y
Encountering oom -0 pm 200 Conf.erence Rn Dinner
Jesusat the 7:00 pm Encountering 00 pm 7:00 pm Theater
_ , e Jesus Youth Council | Encountering | I
Windsors Disciple 11 Wesley Ha
Room 7 Conference Rn  Jesusat the
Conference Rn
6:30 pm 7:00 pm 7:00 pm DelLarmes’
No Youth 700 pm Men’s Bible | Encountering 7:30 pm
Group Disciple V Stud 3 Choir
Room 7 Hay esus Sanctuar
Room 3 Cottage y
$ !

9:00 & 10:30 an 6:15 pm 10:00 am 9:00 am 10:00 am 10:00 am 8:40 am
Worship Beginnings Quilters Lectionary Encountering | Encountering | Confirmation
Services Fireside Room Conference | Conference Rn Jesus Jesusat Sherry Classat

6:45 pm Room 9:30 At Davis’ Matthews’ Summit UMC
9 & 10:30 am Holy 11:00am | ° ta”.‘ 11:00 am
Encountering | Communion Yoga ncgun ering Yo a 10:00 am
Jesus Sanctuary | Fireside Room = esu33 Firesidg Room Encountering
6:45 pm 7:00 pm oom Jesus
6:30 pm Childcare Worship 6:00 om 6:00 pm Conference Rn
MS Youth Room 3 Committee Musi Tp Handbells
Group 7:00 pm | Conference Rn gsw q eam Room 5 1:00 pm
Wesley Hall Disciple | 7:00 pm anctuary ) and
Cottage Encountering 7:00 pm 7:00 pm 7:00 pm
6:30 pm 7:00 pm Jesus 7:00 pm Encountering Family Movie THIRST
. e Encountering Jesusat ’ . .
Encountering Disciple Il Room 7 3 the DelLarmes’ Night Social Justice
Jesusat the | Conference Rn 7:00 pm C etfus Fireside Room Movie
Windsors’ 7:00 pm Men’s Bible ottage 7:30 pm Snow Buddies Fireside Room
Disciple V Study Choir
Room 7 Room 3 Sanctuary
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Can You Hear Me Now?
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In 1995, at the urging of Pastor Bob Walleer,
endowment committee was established. Our direc{
tion and purpose are set forthTihe Discipling the
rules and policies that govern the United Methodis
Church.

An endowment is a financial gift donatedhe t
church to be used as a source of income usually tg
support a specific need. As gifts are receivedy the
are deposited to an “endowment flimhich is
then invested so the revenues earned can be used
help maintain the intended use.

An example is our Building Maintenance En-
dowment, which was established when two of our
members named the church in their wills, and their
executors sent us checks to help the Trustees mai
tain the church properties. During the last few
years, the Trustees have received an average of
$5200 per year from this endowment fund. The
fund balance has grown even after these annual
withdrawals.

The other endowment funds and their in-
tended uses are:

Parsonage Endowment, to support the senior

pastor’s housing allowance

Youth Ministries, to support the salary of our

Christian Education pastor

Scholarship, to provide funds for our church’s

annual scholarship awards

Current Fund, to provide revenue for the

church’s budget and a source of funds for loang

to support needs as they arise

Ministries, to support needs as determined by

the Church Council

Each of these funds is open to new gifts,

whether from our generous congregation as
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“living gifts” or in the form of a bequest from the
estates of deceased members.

During the next weeks, articles will appear
which explain each of the six endowment funds in
more detail. Should you have any questions, call
Bill Rhodes 845-5125.

+$ 2111 .

This 6 week workshop for people with heart
disease, diabetes, asthma, arthritis, and other
chronic conditions will be offered at Pilgrim Lu-
theran Church at 105 186t. E., Puyallup. The se
ries is from March 24 to April 28, and from 10:00
am to 12:30 pm. There is a $10 cost for a text babk
For registration and more information call 848-
3680.
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+$ 2 2 should? What is being considered by the World
Water Council to address this vital issue? What|are
On Saturday, March 8, 2008, the documentary, giher countries and people doing about it? Whalt do

Thirst, will be shown in the Fireside Room at 1:00
p.m. and again at 7:00 p.m. Awards by the Public
Broadcasting System POV, the Columbia Interna-
tional Film & Video Festival, CINE Golden Eagle
Award and first place in the Earthvision Environ-
mental Film Festival attest to the quality of this
film and the importance of its subject. This docu-
mentary isn't intended to frighten you. It is in-

tended to raise your awareness and make you thinkmunities and the controversies about who shou

about one of our most important natural re-
sources — water.

Consider. Oil. At around $100/barrel, oil is a con-
cern world-wide. Will our supplies end? How

much more will it cost? What are our options to re-

duce our dependence on oil? Many people are
working on answers and solutions for this impor-
tant commodity. Could you live without oil? Yes,
but you wouldn't like it much so it is importanath
we be informed and prepared.

Now consider Water. Could you live without it?
No! How much would you be willing to pay for it?
Are you informed about: Who owns water? Who
doesn't? Who should? Who controls water? Who

we want to do here? The realities of globalizatign
and a warming environment should cause us to
for answers to these important questions and m
| know, | know, in the Northwest where we have
much water we complain and wish it would stoq,
we tend to forget that potable water can be s ¢
cal. But even here we've had dry seasons with

ter rationing. Think about some of our local com

own their water and frequent scarcities. Watet i
a commodity; it is an essential resource just likg
air. It is scarce in some countries and could bex]
scarce world-wide. Do we want it to become a
commodity? If you think we/you should be in-
formed and prepared to answer some of these
tions, join us at either the 1:00 p.m. matineeher
7:00 p.m. evening showing of Thirsh Saturday,
March 8. Child care is provided at the 1:00 p.m
showing. Movie munchies are provided for both
showings. We'll be looking for you and anticipate
some interesting sharing. Questions? Talk with [a
member of the Social Justice Committee. We'rg
available and happy to help.

Looking at the 11 reasons couples need to play.
When: Saturday, April 26—27, 9:30 am

to Sunday 12:30 pm
Where: Sahale Center, Belfair
Cost:  $195 per couple (incl. room & meals)
Presented by: PUMC and Rev. Dr. Keith Hackett
Pastor, Therapist and Author

2

o
)
Organized by PNW Conference UMW
When: May 16—18
Where: The Red Lion in Yakima
Cost: $130 per person in 4 person room
140 in a 3 person room
170 in a 2 person room
260 for a single room
Registration forms are available in the church
office, the deadline is April 1st.

120"
“Thomas Merton and the Contemplative Arts”
Saturday, April 5, 9:45 am—3:30 pm

A one day workshop facilitated by Victoria
Scarlett exploring Merton’s relationship with trad
tional sacred arts and his own creative work in p
etry and the visual arts. Register by March 28th.

Cost is $60—3$5 music and materials. Bring lunch.

“What is Blossoming Within You?”
Saturday, April 12, 9:15 am—3:00 pm
Come join us and Christine Valters Paintfar,
a day of renewal. Register by April 4th.
Cost: $50 + $5 for art materials. Bring sack lunc

=)

-

To register call St. Placid Priory Spirituality
Center (500 College St. NE, Lacey, WA) at (360
438-2595.
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FREE TAX HELP )

AVAILABLE AT PUMC ON 3 (THREE) We will be gathering at Alder Lake Park, tije
DIFFERENT THURSDAY AFTERNOONS. date is the first weekend in August from August. 184

i i , Make your reservations on Sundays after services or

The help will be provided bY AARP Tax-A|d_e vol- you can contact Randy or Susan Alexander by
unteer, Ruth Tervol. She WI|| answer questions, plo phone at (253) 848-9067 or b;
your tax return, and even file your taxes electroni e-mail at susanale@msn.co
cally if you wish to do so. This help will be alai The fee for a campsite for
able on the following days, and is free of charge: the full weekend (3 days

February 21, 2008 from 12:30 to 4:30 2 nights) is $55.00
February 28, 2008 from 12:30 to 4:30 Check-in time Friday after-

March 6, 2008 from 12:30 to 4:30 noon is 2:30 pm

To make an appointment - Check-out time Sunday afternoon is 1:00 pm
call Ruth at (253) 845-8947 . One vehicle is included in the camping fee.
. ( ) - Additional vehicles cost $10.00 eapér night
What to bring when you come: . Alder Lake Park allows one R®R 2 tents at
- Copy of last year’s income tax return each campsite
All W-2's

Unemployment compensation statement
SSA 1099 form if you received Social Secu-
rity

All 1099 forms showing interest, dividends,
and documentation showing original pur-
chase price of sold assets (such as a home or
stocks)

The summer 2008 basic schedule and-apbl
cations are now available at the Youth Booth durfng
Fellowship on Sundays to our United Methodist
Camp & Retreat CenterSome of the fun in-

. . . . cludes..
1099 — misc §howmg m_lscellaneou_s income Indianola’s Family Camp, July 3—6, intergen
1099 R form if you received a pension or an- erational:
nuty _ _ Lazy F Camp’s Night Owl, June 29—July 3 fo
All forms indicating federal income tax paid  {pose going into 8th—10th grades;
Dependent care provider information (name, To register go to the website www.pnwumec.orfy/
employer, ID, SS #) camping or call the Camping Registrar at 800-758-
If itemizing deductions, all receipts or can- 7710, ext. 305.
celed checks
YOUR SOClAL SECURITY CARD or P.QA0A0A’AQAQAQAQAQAQA0‘0A0‘0A0‘0A’AQAQAQAQAQAQAQAQAQAQAQAQ.1
other official documentation for yourself and % 4 3 ,::
all dependents. ;:j ;::
REMEMBER TO CALL FOR AN APPOINT- % 4 56 %
MENT IF YOU DESIRE THIS SERVICE. (S Exodus 17:1-7 (S
3 Psalm 95 5
" K3 Romans 5:1-11 &
03 John 4:5-42 0
Great for the kids to use as an e-mail machine, 8 , 8
claim your free computer. Several computers from ;2: 5 ;3:
our church office have been refurbished and deemed S 1 Samuel 16:1-13 (S
good for home use. Just call Pam at the office at :2: Psalm 23 ;3:
845-0547 for more information or to have a CPU, S Ephesians 5:8-14 S
monitor , keyboard & mouse ready for pickup from & John 9:1-41 &
the office. 02 02

’2’A’A’X’X’X’X’X’X’X’X’X’X’X’X’X’X’X’X’X’X’X’X’X’X’X’X’A’A’%
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Each year during Lent, our congregation haldisndraiser as part of our Outreach ministriksthe re-
cent past we have raised funds for the Heifer Bt@ed Mt. Zion UMC in New Orleans.

This year we have a unique opportunity toaumualite the cost of printing some of the first beawver to
be printed for about 110,000 people living in thghhHimalayas. As part of our General Budget givior
Outreach, we have been helping to support a caxfpleycliffe Bible Translators related to our congae
tion: Brad and Wendy Chamberlain. After 7 % yeadrsard work, they have translated an oral-onty la
guage into written form, with an alphabet, gramuad vocabulary. Initial publications have beenpen
story books to test the accuracy of their workwall as the first indigenous hymnbook in that laage.

Now they are ready to begin printing parts of the Eble! It is exciting to realize that we will be helping t
bring literacy as well as the written word of Gadatlarge group of people.
Here &e the needs we hope to fill:
The gospel story condensed from Mark
Genesis 1-4 500 copies $500
Mark, Luke-Acts, Titus (trial editions) 100 copies $900
In addition, there are some equipment needs fotrrémslation work:
1 Computer, 1 Portable Printer, Ink for Printegx2ernal drives _ $1,750
Total goal: $3,650

You can help by praying for all the peopledived in the CEDAR Literacy Project and giving gen
ously through your Christian Education classesyowhting a check to the church indicating it f@EDAR
Literacy”.

500 copies $500

PERIODICALS

Puyallup United Methodist Church
Vision Statement
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