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Last Monday we again celebrated one modern
manifestation of grace as we recognized Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. He was a Christian disciple/steward
who proclaimed a vision for God’s “Beloved Com-
munity” alive in the world today. This community
was a realistic, achievable goal. It is a globalon,
in which all people can share in the wealth of the
earth. King grounded his vision in the belief that
“...it was God’s intention that everyone should
have the physical and spiritual necessities of life
He could not envision the Beloved Community
apart from the alleviation of economic inequality
and the achievement of economic justice. For Rev.
King, all members of the Beloved Community
would enjoy God’s abundance and with a delight
that mirrors God’s own — they would stop at noth-
ing to share such abundance with others. Sucleis th
delight of all Christian stewards. In addition, Dr.
King spoke of the broader concept of stewardship
as it relates to our values and our relationshipuio
church. This would be even more valid today than
when he delivered it. The following is an excerpt
from King’s sermon “The Things that are of God’s”
which he delivered at Dexter Avenue Baptist
Church on October 27, 1957.

"The whole concept of stewardship is basic
for an adequate understanding of the essence of
the Christian gospel The United Stewardship
Council has adopted the following definition:
'Christian stewardship is the practice of systemati
and proportionate giving of time, abilities, and-ma
terial possessions, based on the conviction that
these are a trust from God, to be used in His servi
for the benefit of mankind'. . . .It is this baglea
of the absolute ownershigd God that forms the
background of this message. When an individual
accepts this idea, the whole emphasis of his life
changes -the emphasis is not placed on what he
OWNS but on what he OWES. .. .We come to a
deep and abiding sense of God's ownership of all
that we possess, and realize that He has entrusted
with the_useof what we call possessions without
giving up His ownership. . .

"Consider what we spend for insignificant
things, and we will see that we give far too liftee
worthwhile causes. A survey made by the Golden
Rule Foundation reveals that in a single year
Americans spent on cosmetics and personal care
$2,200,000,000; on cigarettes and cigars

$2,700,000,000; on mov-

ies and other recreation $5,500,000,000; on alco-
holic beverages with many a headache and bad
morning afterwards, $7,100,000,000; on gambling
$10,000,000,000.--and contributed to churches and
to church charities a sum far below any of these: $
900,000,000. These statistics are startling. Now |
am not saying we should totally refrain from luxu-
ries. But | am saying that if we are Christiang; fo
lowing in the way of the Lord, then God's work
must come first - before cosmetics, cigarettes, ex-
pensive clothes, etc. . You would consider it
idolatry of the lowest form if, in place of the

Cross, you should find on the altar of the church

a bottle of perfume, a carton of cigarettes, or a
pair of tickets to the Coliseum- you would rise up
in wrathful denunciation; and yet, | say that these
are the things which have supplanted the Cross on
the private altars of many Christian hearts. . . .

"...I make no apologies for asking for finethc
support for the church. The Church has a just claim
on your active, practical, and financial suppofoif
no other reason than that your home is better, your
community is better, your nation is better as altes
of the existence of the Church. With all of its
faults - and it certainly has them - the Church is
man's strongest ally in his struggle to discover li
at its best.

"...The church has always put us first before
anything else. It took us in as babies, befora@vk
who we were, and what we might be, what we
might have. It called us 'children of God' and re-
ceived us into its arms; it walked beside us indjoo
times and in bad times; was a bulwark against the
world, the flesh, and the devil. It prays for usemh
we go astray, welcomes us back as a loving mother
when we come to ourselves; it is with us in sick-
ness, sorrow, and death. Every other organization
we join first ascertains who we are, what we have,
what our social standing is; asks if we will 'ft,i
what we have to offer, etc. How different is the
Church which says 'l don't care who you are, what
your background is, or what you ha¥@u are a
child of God and as such | welcome you without
reservation; | offer you all the privileges and
blessings; and | shall belong to you and you to
me now and forever"

(The above information is put together fram i
formation in Radical Gratitude written by Tanya
Barnett and Tom Wilson.)
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6:00 pm
Simple Supper of broth and bread
. 6:30 pm
~ Because of a desperate need at Phoenix Hous- Worship, Imposition of Ashes
ing, we added an additional week of hosting Phoe- Prayer & Music
nix families the first week in January. (We nor-
mally do two weeks per year.) This would have $ &% (
been impossible if it were not for the many mem- . .
bers of this congregation who so graciously volun- Everyone is encouraged to sign up at least 0
teered to help. a year to bring flowers for the sanctuary. Please
We hosted three families this time with five write your name on any open Sunday on the flovger

adults and eight children. Two of the families are ~ calendar on the wall near the phone in the narthdx.
very close to getting into homes of their own. The

other one is working hard to reach that goal. They ($ ) *
all have many obstacles to overcome in order to be- & #+

special blessing to gather with these courageous  Bow| weekend to mobilize youth to fight hunger
people, holding hands in a circle, and giving tank  and poverty in their local communities. Since 1990
to God for the successes of the day and for the foo jt has been a nationwide, youth-led effort to en-
so lovingly prepared by our volunteers. Please keep courage people to give one dollar while leaving

these families in your prayers! worship services oBuper Bowl Sunday. The

So thanks, once again, to the many people who yoyth who collect these dollars then give 100% ¢f
once again made our hosting a success. You &< the money to benefit Toy Rescue Mission
more of a blessing than you can ever know! the Salvation Army. Over the years the Soli-
per Bowl of Caring weekend has grown int
the nation’s largest youth-led weekend of giv-
ing and serving. $8,167,535 was generate§l in
2007. Be part of the caring.

Host Site Coordinator

L "4

Thank you to all those persons who helped us E
clean up after Christmas and accomplish the un-
glamorous tasks of putting things away. Thanks to Y Shirley Cox—cataract surgery
you we are headed in to the season of Ordinary
Time ready to do some extra-ordinary ministry.

Mabel Heil—chemotherapy

Ella Mae Carstens @ Linden

# 1 $ Grove

Thank you to all who worked to make the Sun-
day School Open House a success. We hope eve
one who visited the classrooms enjoyed their walk
and their visit. Perhaps the ne.xt time yo'ur'mlr]d Jim Roberts, Erma Burgess’ son-in-law, having tes{i

) wanders during worship it will [ i _ Q
A 2 wander to the classrooms and  [o Judy & Laura Ferguson, in the death of Judy’s s|st
" i : i Joyce Williams
® you will wonder what our stu- )

g dents are busy learning.

R SIS

R
R
ik

)
S T T T e e T T e e T T T T T T

B




"% Ix2

THE JANE HARVEY CIRCLE IS SPONSOR- Tired of rain and cold grey skies? Thinkaof
ING A bake sale on February 10. Everyone is in- sunny August weekend camping by a cool blue lake.
vited to bake something and or buy something. We will again be gathering at Alder Lake Rark

All proceeds will go to the Methodist Deacsesie  about 10 miles outside of Eatonville. The datdes
Children's services. Deaconess is dedicated to the first weekend in August from August 1 to 4. We

prevention of child abuse and neglect. will take reservations on Sundays after services.
Driving directions and maps will be available atti
HOH- I time.
C1./'011 2 - The price has increased. A campsite for tH
346" 131 full weekend (3 days & 2 nights) is $55.00

The performance and dinner will takacg! Check-in time Friday afternoon is 2:30 pm

in Wesley Hall here at Puyallup United Methodist
Church. Tickets are on sale after Sunday servimes f

$25 per seat Additional or unattended vehicles, unless

$10.00 eaclper night

-# ) - Up to 8 people are allowed to occupy each
, 1l - . campsite
These are great days to invite friends andlja . Alder Lake Park allows one R®R 2 tents
who like singing to worship. Mark them on your at each campsite
calendar and extend the invitation. On Wesley’s Alder Lake has a swim-

himself. On the Great Day of Singing we'll singlan  Fighing and water skiing are
learn the stories behind some of the songs youechos gjjowed. There are hiking

during worship on January 13. What about the trails, and open areas for vol-
songs we don't have time to sing that Sunday? The |eypall, badminton, soccer, or football. Petswaed
pastors will work on incorporating them on other come. There are plumbed restrooms with flush t
weeks. lets and coin-operated hot showers, and seveesl
are wheelchair/walker accessible.
&$ - As before, even if you cannot camp for the

whole weekend, you are invited to join us for gaj
a potluck supper and campfire fellowship on Saty
day afternoon/evening. Exact time will be an-
nounced later.

If you have any questions, you can contact
Randy or Susan Alexander by phone at (253) 84
9067 or by E-mail at susanale@msn.com.

All of the areas affected by the flood stided
construction help. They need people who can install
insulation, hang drywall, and electricians. Also,
there is a need for volunteers to feed peopleolf y
can help or want more information, please call the
District Office at 1-800-755-7710 and ask for Disas
ter Response.

(and

towed (such as a boat or travel trailer), cost

e

Check-out time Sunday afternoon is 1:00 pm
One vehicle is included in the camping fee.

( ,! 3#2%

What hymns would you like to see inesavrhymnal? This coming April the (%
General Conference of the UMC will consider theoremendation for a new hymnal. A ~
Consider your favorite hymns you want to see cathand suggest titles to be con-
sidered for inclusion. Contact the church officephypne, 845-0547, or email us at um-
cpuy@qgwest.net
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9 & 10:30 am 12:30 pm 9:00 am
Worship Caring Team Lectionary 9—11 am
Services | Conference Rn  11:00 am | Conference Rn Honored Gues
Guest Preache 6:30 pm Yoga 11:00 am Class
Zan Holmes Beginnings | Fireside Room 9:30 am Yoga Conference Rn
Wesley Hall Let's Talk | Fireside Room
2:00 pm Fireside Room Room 3
Zan Holmes 6:45 pm 6:00 pm 9:30 am
Gathering Holy Play Practice 6:00 pm Youth Leaders
Sanctuary Communion | Wesley Hall Play Practice At Cutter’s
Fireside Room| Sanctuary Wesley Hall Point Coffee
6:45 pm 7:00 pm
Childcare Men'’s Bible 5:45 pm 6:00 pm
Room 3 Study Armory Dinner|  Handbells 7:00 pm
6:30 pm 7:00 pm Room 3 Room 5 Underdog
HS Youth Disciple | 6:00 pm Family Movie
Group Room 10 7:00 pm Music Team 7:30 pm Night
Wesley Hall Disciple Il Ministry Audit Sanctuary Choir Wesley Hall
Conference Rn Comm. Sanctuary
Disciple V | Fireside Room
Room 7
( ) o (ot ( % (
# ! & " '

9 & 10:30 am 9:00 am 11:00 am 7:30 am
Worship 6:30 pm 10:00 am Lectionary Yoga UMM
Services Beginnings Quilters Conference | Fireside Room Breakfast

3 #+11 Wesley Hall | Conference Rn 9:30 am 1:00 pm Hangar Inn

| # Fireside Room Let's Talk | Cancer Suppol
* $ 11:00 am Room 3 | Fireside Room
% $# 6:45 pm Yoga |
Holy Fireside Room ) 6:00 pm
S Communion Y0 # Play Practice
ouper Bowl ,
of Caring Sanctuary 6:30 pm 6:00 pm Wesley Hall
6:45 pm PIay Practice S|mp|e Suppe| 6:00 pm
Childcare Wesley Hall | Eireside Room Héndbells
Room 3
7:00 pm 6:30 pm Room 5 — ,
7:00 pm | Worship Com-| Service, Impo- .30 pm Beginning 6 pm Friday
NO Youth Disciple | mittee sition of Ashes Theology Confirmation
Group Room 10 | Conference Rn Prayer & Music At the Pub Overnight
Disciple II 7:00 pm 7:30 pm | Milton Tavery at PUMC
Conference Rn Megts OI|3|bIe Jane Harvey | 7:30 pm
Disciple V RogmyS Circle meeting Choir
Fireside Room  ganctuary
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I Mt Zion 2008

Adult & Youth

Mission Teams
to

New Orleans

Dates: June 26-July 4, 2008
Cost: $1250.00 Adult-only Team members

Interested persons are encouraged to contact
Pastor Shirley. pastorshirl@qgwest.net 845-
0547

I Commitment forms & deposit due Feb. 17,
| 2008.
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school.

Dates are

Preparation Events:
Field Trip to Chehalis in process
Cultural Awareness of being
Low Ropes Course set for
VBS Planning these
Hurricane on the Bayou | €Vents.
Final Things

Youth Participation Requirements:
30 hours service & fundraising
2 of the 4 planned fund raisers (more if
30 hours of youth group/worship/Sunday

minimum of 5 preparation sessions.



FREE TAX HELP

AVAILABLE AT PUMC ON 3 (THREE) DIFFERENT
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS.

The help will be provided by AARP Tax-Aide
volunteer, Ruth Tervol. She will answer questions
do your tax return, and even file your taxes elec-
tronically if you wish to do so. This help will be
available on the following days, and is free of
charge:

February 21, 2008 from 12:30 to 4:30

February 28, 2008 from 12:30 to 4:30

March 6, 2008 from 12:30 to 4:30

Make an appointment - call Ruth at (253) 845-894

WHAT TO BRING WITH YOU WHEN YOU

COME:
- Copy of last year’'s income tax return

All W-2's

Unemployment compensation statement

SSA 1099 form if you received Social Secu

rity

All 1099 forms showing interest,& divi-

dends, and documentation showing original

purchase price of sold assets (such as a

home or stocks)

1099-MISC showing miscellaneous incoms

1099-R form if you received a pension or

annuity

All forms indicating federal income tax paid

Dependent care provider information (namsg

employer, ID, SS #

If itemizing deductions, all receipts or can-

celed checks

YOUR SOCIAL SECURITY CARD or

other official documentation for yourself

and all dependents.

REMEMBER TO CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT IF
YOU DESIRE THIS SERVICE.

o~
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Cities across the world celebrate ta loke-
fore Ash Wednesday with colorful parades and
over-the-top parties. Then Wednesday arrives.
Sigh... Lent has begun.

You hear about devout friends giving up
seemingly innocent things in life like chocolate o
stressing out to live a more perfect life during si
grueling weeks ~ for reasons you don't complete
understand. Sermons about penitence are preac
and guilt soaks the congregation. Sound like a g
time?! Maybe it's time to rethink Lent.

Or, at least see it for the positivpapunity
it offers. It's spring-cleaning for the soul! Leoft
fers you time to pause, consider, and renew you
relationship with God~ an altogether hopeful (nc
dreary) experience. With God's help we can clez
the darkness away and begin to experience gre
joy and newness of life. It is the gentle, gradual
work of opening one's heart and mind to grace.
Your life can be chaotic, scattered, unfocused, b
in prayer and contemplation you consent to a ne
orientation. When you are centered, you open t
eyes of your heart to perceive God’s presence.
let go of your efforts to reach God and simply re
in the love of the Trinity. Surrender yourself to
Christ.

It's been said that centering prayer is like two
friends sitting together in silence, just beingeacth
other's presence ~ completely natural and comf
able.

The simple practice of contemplative prayer as \
wait for the Service to begin can lead you to alos
relationship with God. You are invited, as Lent b
gins, to enter the Sanctuary each Sunday (even
come a few minutes early) leading up to Easter
Silence. Sit back, close your eyes, relax, takéen
quiet & wait for the “Still, small voice of God.”

36 *$$7! 8

If we were to be involved in an accident or wiatleen ill, the people attendind;
you would have your mobile phone, but wouldn’t kneto to call. Hence, the “ICE” (In Case of Emer-
gency) Campaign. All you need to do is store thalper of a contact person or persons who shoulabe ¢
tacted during emergency under the name “ICE” (IseCaf Emergency).

The idea was created by a paramedie@nMe went to the scenes of accidents, there iwegsmo-
bile phones with patients. However, they didn't Wn@hich of the many numbers to call. He thought it
would be helpful if there was a nationally recoguizname for this purpose. For more than one contane
simply enter ICE 1, ICEZ2, etc. A great idea thdt miake a difference!
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This day of social fun will be held Janua6tt?
from 10 am - 3 pm in Wesley Hall. We will be mak-
ing quilts to give to the children of Phoenix Hous-
ing. If you could have seen the faces of the chidr
who received them last year after our day of quilt-
ing. Last year we put together 21 quilts at our Ex-

travaganza while we had an enormous amount of fun

and laughter.

You do not need to sew to come and enjoy the
day with us. There are many jobs that do not requir
sewing, such as cutting-ironing-fetching-laughing-
cleaning up and just being around. All Ladies @& th
church are invited to come - lunch will be fur-

nished - please BRING any of the following (clearly

marked with your name) Olfa cutters and boards,
irons, ironing boards, scissors, neutral thread, Ot
lights, and sewing machines.

Lunch will be furnished; prepared by Lisa Ban
forth-Lewis.

A donation will be taken for supplies anddbn
We will see all of you there.

If you have any questions, please call Lisa 253-841

1013, Nancy 253-847-0113, Sherry B 253-535-
6380, or Ruth 253-845-8947.

) 1A
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Jane Harvey Circle meets on February 6 follow

ing the Simple Supper and Ash Wednesday Service.

Our featured speaker will be Rebecca Sullivan,
M.D., M.S., Consultant in Healthcare.

Many of us remember Becky as a member and
good friend of PUMC for a number of years. Her
Medical Career has spanned private practice, aca-
demic, government and military positions. She cur-
rently does consulting in Healthcare Delivery Sys-
tems. Becky is also an exciting speaker on many

Two opportunities are available to attend the
United Methodist Women leadership training at
Highline UMC February 2nd and at Gig Harbor
UMC February 9th. Registration deadline is Janu
25th. Cost is $8 per person (includes lunch). Aftg
the deadline it is $10 each. Registration formsiar
the church office and narthex.

% $ 6
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February 27, 8 am—2 pm is the 14th Annual
Conference UMW Legislative Day. The tour mee
at Olympia First UMC, 1224 E. Legion Way. Sen
registration contact information including e-mail,
with $15 payable to PNWC UMW Treasurer, to
Violet Crase at 7043 Monaco Dr. SE, Olympia, W
98501-6519. Call Ann Eachus with questions (42
481-8017.
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Women’s Weekend Away

February 22-24
Indianola Camp and Retreat Center
Register by February 13. Groups should register
gether. Send contact information, including e-maj
and emergency contact to Camp Indianola, PO H
1150, Indianola, WA 98342. Make checks payakl
to Camp Indianola, per person is $85 for the 2 tsi
lodging and 4 meals. Call the camp with questiorn
(360)297-2223.

$ ) %2
/| <6 [ <
May 16 - 18
Register by April 1 with PNW Conference
UMW. Form is available in the church office or c3
Madelyn Bafus with questions (509)922-2027 or
(509)869-8213.

to-
I
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subjects related to Healthcare. She will be spegakin
to us onThe Connection Between Spirituality and
Good Health You don't want to miss this informa-
tive and interesting presentation.

See you there!

,% !
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February 24 -2 9
For laity, clergy and deacons of all denortiores.
Register by February 6 by sending contact inforomato
Five Day Academy, c/o DeLois Turley, PO Box 3380
Seattle, WA 98133 with your $50 deposit. Contact
DeLois at (206) 363-5223 or dgturley@comcastwiét
any questions.
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You are invited to participate in Fait-
vocacy Day in Olympia on Tuesday, Jan" 2@&m
8:30 am to 3:00 pm. Activities begin at the Lu-
theran Church of the Good Shepherd, 1601 North
Street SE in Olympia and move to the State Capitol
Campus for meetings with legislators. There will
be worship, briefings, and workshops in the church
and a gathering in the Rotunda before legislative
meetings by district. A $15 registration fee in&ad
an advocacy toolkit and lunch. For more informa-
tion or to register, contact David Coombs at the Lu
theran Public Policy Office at advocacy-
day@gmail.conor call (206) 464-3133.

-2

Espresso Drama Youth Theater Ensemble pre-
sents the original production “From the Mind of
Dr. Seuss Too!” on Friday, February 29th @ 7 pm
and Saturday, March 1st @ 3 pm.

Prices: 6 and under free; 7-12 $1; 13 o83ip
families $5.

Production takes place on the Ptarmigandinter
mediate School stage, 805 Old Pioneer Way NW in
Orting. For more information call (253) 359-4980
or (360) 893-2740.

NOTE: This production is directed by L. Wil-
liam King of Parkland UMC and includes cast
members from Bethany UMC.

1 7$#)$,

April 26 - 27, Saturday, 9:30 am to Sunday,
12:30 pm at Sahale Center in Belfair. Registration
forms are in the Narthex or call the church offate
253-845-0547 for your copy.

Dr. Keith Hackett looks at 11 reasons couples
need to play. You'll love his humor and practical
insights. Keith is the founder and Executive Direc-
tor of the Columbia Pastoral Counseling Center in
Vancouver, WA, licensed Marriage and Family
Therapist and Mental Health Counselor. His latest
venture is authoring and doing playshops and semi-
nars or‘Couples and the Art of Playing”

*37
#$

Vacation Bible School is coming closer than
you think — and this year our kids will be “Ridin’
the wave of God’s Love” as they work on their
“Beach Be-Attitudes”.

It's not too early to
think about how you
can be involved in this
year’'s VBS program.

The theme and dates

have already been de-

cided and this year’s

program looks like it

has the potential to be one of the best! With a<
pletely re-designed leadership structure, respon
bility for the various aspects of the program i
spread amongst several focused ‘co-chairs’ rath
than having the bulk of the burden fall to just on
or two persons. This is the big event of the sum
and a FUN and REWARDING experience for ou
children.

Leadership co-chair positions include: Event
Coordinator, Decorations, Supplies, Publicity,
Staffing, Registration, Snacks, Music and three
workshops (art/crafts, science, storytelling etc.),

Watch for more details coming soon!

Dates: July 14 — 18, 2008 9 am - noon.

2 .
# 11

Leona Weltzer is the new Tacoma District Di
rector of Lay Speaking and she has announced
Basic Lay Speaking Course for 2008 on Saturdays,
Feb 16 and 23, from 9 am to 3 pm at the Epwort
LeSourd UMC. The cost for this is $ 25 and in-
cludes the classes, a light lunch, and a book.Red
tration deadline is Feb™

An Advanced Course for present Lay Speak
will also be offered at Epworth LeSourd UMC on
April 5™ and 19 from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm also at
cost of $25 including the classes, and a lightun
Send in your reservation by March™and read a
book ahead for this class. You may get the registia
tion forms at the church office and you can spea
to either Ken Davis or Jim Lewis for more infor-

Page 9
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Welcome to all those who are new to ou;

church or who want to know more about w

we are as United Methodists or as the cong

gation in Puyallup. Classes will meet 9-11
am, Saturdays January 26 & February 2.
Come whether or not you are ready to join
church. Child care will be

offered.

) (L2

A celebration of new members joining t
church will be Sunday February 10th durin
worship.
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We accept ads for a small fee depending on th
size of the ad you request--thanks! Call the chu

h¢ office, 845-0547 and talk to Pam.
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Puyallup United Methodist Church
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